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In order to understand history, we must first understand the relative 
positions of various subjects in the entire historical pattern. If we mix up the 
subjects’ relative positions, we can't clearly understand history by 
accumulating the historical data. First of all, we should get the correct 
historical strata and patterns and adjust our historical proportion sense so as 
to understand the positions of the various subjects. According to Chen 
Yinke’s argument, this is called the “interlinks between the rise and fall of 
each people”. He meant that we could not use the dynastic political logic 
from Han dynasty to Tang dynasty to weigh the historical evolution of the 
Middle Ages. The interaction between various ethnic and political forces 
throughout Northern Asia should be considered, because even the Sui and 
Tang dynasties were not the true masters in Northern Asia. During some 
time, they were in the passive position of having to receive blows from the 
Turkic. Many historians deliberately ignored the major influence of other 
political forces outside China’s central plains during the Sui and Tang 
Dynasties, and thus lost the proper historical proportion sense. Therefore, if 
we only put our vision inside the central plains, we cannot get a correct and 
proper understanding of the political development of the central plains. To 
understand the Sui and Tang dynasties, we must understand their origins. 
Undoubtedly they were the Xianbei people and the descendants of the 
Wuchuan Jiedushi (a regional military governor). The Xianbei people 
directly inherited the entire pattern that the barbarians had ruled China’s 
central plains since the Sixteen Kingdoms founded by the Five Hus. 
Therefore, the history of the Middle Ages is a passive and incidental result 
of the evolution of the entire historical pattern from Central Asia to Inner 
Asia. Chen Yinke’s opinion was superior to other historians, because he had 
a broader horizon and better clarified the clues. 


The Far East has been in a similar situation as China’s central plains 
since modern times. You cannot regard it as a relatively isolated segment as 
it was in the Spring and Autumn and Warring States period. The center of 
the modern world's international system was undoubtedly in Europe. As for 
Latin America, the Middle East, and South Asia or the Far East, the 
movement of their internal small systems or subsystems were the aftermath 
of the European international system movement. If you put the center of 
modern history inside the East Asian continent, you're certainly wrong. This 


degree of inaccuracy is a bit like the history of an East African centralism 
that Toynbee once described. He said, a black tribe of the German 
Tanganyika in the area of Tanzania and Kenya had such an explanation for 
the First World War, 1.e., the British climbers and the German climbers had 
some difference in the process of worshiping the mountain god, as a result, 
the German climbers offended the mountain god. So the mountain god 
decided to take the Tanganyika from the Germans and hand it to the British. 
As a Side effect of this great event, the Germans were defeated by the 
British in Europe. This is the world history of the “East Africa Centralism” 
that Toynbee portrayed. It is a view of world history proposed by a local 
black tribe. 


Toynbee was a pluralist. He meant that the historical view of the 
centralism was not correct, so we should not engage in any centralism. But 
in my opinion, what he really meant was that Europe-centralism was closer 
to the right way of looking at the problem and that the "East African 
Centralism” was far more absurd than the Europe-centralism. Although the 
Far East is closer to the center than East Africa in the world pattern, it is far 
from being as close as Europe to the center of Europe itself. In other words, 
its impact on the world's modern history and contemporary history is far 
inferior to that of Europe. So you can't confuse the main source of power 
with the secondary causes that are affected. If you do that, you'll make 
mistakes on the pattern. However, all the schools of Chinese modern history 
and all the conclusions they make have a common feature. All of them are 
like the East Africa centralism theory proposed by the black tribe in 
Tanzania. The famous theory of “Anti-Japanese War was won in China” is 
one of such centralism theories. 


In fact, we should put away the vain vanities and first have a basic 
premise before discussing any specific issue. Whether it is the War of 
Resistance against Japan, the several Chinese revolutions or the Siege of the 
International Legations, or the variety of events that have occurred since 
then, its fundamental source of power was not in East Asia but in Europe. 
All political forces in East Asia made various choices in response to the 
entire historical shock wave that Europe produced, and then exerted 
secondary historical influences. Those books on the history of Chinese 
revolutions and the historical views of Chinese revolutions or the Chinese 


nation are incorrect. This is not because of their historical data. In terms of 
historical data, there could be correct or incorrect historical data in any 
school. But in general, correct historical data cannot play its role until we 
put it in the correct position. Incorrect historical data is generally due to 
negligence, similar to typos, and do not affect the entire pattern. It 1s not 
how much correct our historical data is but whether we put different 
amounts of historical materials in place that can influence the pattern. So 
the most important thing is this basic pattern. 


So before I talk about the pattern of the Far East, I must first talk about 
the difference between the European pattern of the 19th century and that of 
the 20th century. Since the background is a common sense, I will not go 
into details. Here is the most fundamental issue: the international system of 
the 19th century was first defined by the Vienna system and then adjusted 
appropriately after the Berlin Treaty of 1878. So, the Far East, the Middle 
East, Latin America, and Africa are all side effects of this adjustment 
process. The basic pattern established by the Vienna Conference in 1815 
can be summarized with the following two simple sentences: Within the 
European continent, the countries should have a balance of power; outside 
Europe, the British Royal Navy was the Supreme Court. The British was a 
detached arbiter in this system. No more hegemonic rulers such as 
Napoleon or Philip II were allowed in the European continent, and no one 
was allowed to rule Europe. This system protected the small European 
countries. They were unlike the small countries in the Far East which were 
easy to be swallowed up by a big country as the Qin and become a unified 
empire. The British were responsible for maintaining the balance of Europe. 
If the internal games of the powers did not exceed the limits of equilibrium, 
the British would not care. If one party was seriously out of the balance 
limit and may generate a second Napoleon, the United Kingdom would 
have to intervene resolutely and would not allow this party to grow bigger. 
When there was a conflict between big and small countries, the British must 
try their best to maintain the independence of small countries, so Europe 
retained the largest number of small countries in the world. However, this 
balance system was limited to Europe. The Royal Navy had the final say 
outside Europe and what other people said didn't count. This system 
successfully maintained 100 years of peace and prosperity in Europe. The 
so-called liberal century, and so on, were all political philosophical 


depictions of peace under British rule. This system could not sustain 
without British Royal Navy. 


By the end of the 19th century, the system had become partially loose. 
The partial loosening was mainly reflected in the fact that other European 
powers began to infiltrate the overseas world and challenged the Royal 
Navy's arbitration power. In Li Hongzhang’s times, Britain's rule over the 
overseas world was reflected in the proxy rule of East Asia. When the 
British Royal Navy dominated the seven seas, they did not adopt the direct 
rule. Their standard policy was to establish only a number of relay stations 
and a few bases for the Royal Navy and to control several key trading ports. 
In the hinterland other than the trading ports, they supported the local rulers 
who were friendly to Britain and able to maintain free trade. They didn’t 
directly rule it. British colonialism, contrary to what some of us think, was 
not the initiative of the British to expand its territory, but the result of 
judicial arbitration by Britain to maintain free trade, when it was forced to 
impose judicial arbitration on those unruly rulers. The mistakes made by 
those rulers generally included infringement of private property, seizure of 
foreign property, or the fact that they went bankrupted because of 
squandering, involved foreign businessmen and failed to pay off debts and 
so on. Many states in Egypt and India were colonized by the British. But 
the British did not want to take their land. If the British really wanted to 
take this land, they would send their own officers to guard it. That would 
add to the cost and would be wrong for a free trade empire. If these 
indigenous kings acted like the viceroy of Egypt who spent all his money 
and wanted to take away foreign businessmen’s property and was unwilling 
to repay the money owed to foreigners, the entire international trading 
system was badly affected. It was only under such circumstances that 
Britain was forced to send troops to intervene, forcing it to return to what 
the British believed was the right path to free trade. If it did not come back 
to the right path, the British would send supervisors to implement indirect 
rule, which was the origin of British colonialism. If the British followed the 
practice, they did not need to occupy any place at all. 


As for the Qing Dynasty, this practice was embodied in the Hong Kong 
colony and Shanghai International Settlements, as well as Li Hongzhang’s 
dominance within the Qing court. For the British Empire, occupying two 


trading systems in Hong Kong and Shanghai to carry out extensive trade 
gains with the mainland China was good enough. They did not want to 
occupy the mainland provinces of the Qing Empire. As long as the Qing 
Empire was willing to abide by the treaty and did a good job on the free 
trade, the British would not invade the Qing Empire, they would also 
actively support the Qing Empire. This was reflected in Robert Hart’s 
reform of the customs and Lang William’s reform of the Beiyang Fleet. Li 
Hongzhang’s dominant position within the Qing court was mainly because 
he seized this window of opportunity and became the main contact person 
and agent between the Qing dynasty and the British Empire. 


This system began to have problems because France, Germany and 
other countries began to intervene in overseas colonization, and their desire 
for free trade was not as strong as that of Britain. First of all, the most 
serious damage to this system was done by France. France brought its 
national bureaucracy traditions to Algeria, the Upper Nile, and other places 
in Africa. It called for the direct occupation of overseas territories and the 
implementation of a French-style bureaucracy in these countries. Take 
Algeria for example. Every village was accompanied by French police 
officers. Every child in Algeria had to learn to speak French. Needless to 
say, this kind of rule was very expensive. Bureaucracy is the most 
expensive thing. If you establish a bureaucracy like your own country in the 
colony, it would be very costly. The size of British-controlled India was 
equivalent to the entire territory of the Qing Empire. But how many troops 
did it have? 60,000 troops. The 60,000 troops of British Raj (the British- 
Indian Empire) controlled the vast land from the Pamirs in the north to the 
Indian Ocean in the south, which had a population of more than 300 million 
people. And more than half of the 60,000 troops were Gurkhas and local 
indigenous forces. When the British joined the Eight-Power Allied Forces 
in Beiing, they were known as British troops. Actually there were only a 
few British officers. The majority of soldiers were the Shandong (Shantung) 
people recruited in Weihatwei of Shandong. After the British officers 
trained them, they took them to Tianjin and took them all the way to 
Beying. Then it was the British army. This was the kind of extreme money- 
saving colonialism that the British had done if it could still be considered 
colonialism. In fact, this kind of thing is better called “free trade 
supervision system” rather than “colonialism”. 


However, the British eventually had to expand his colonies, mainly 
because France, Germany and others joined in. They were straightforward 
and did not follow the rules set by the British. They want to rule directly. 
After they conquered a piece of land and turned it into a colony, they 
implemented trade protection policies on this piece of land. Through trade 
protection, high tariff policies, they excluded the British goods. With the 
collection of taxes, a huge bureaucratic machine was maintained. This 
colonial model was arbitrary, in the view of the British. First, it damaged 
the original customs of the colonies. The British in Hong Kong and 
Shanghai did not undermine the local customs. The British behaved in 
accordance with the British own law. The Chinese could still marry more 
than one wives or did the foot-binding as they used to do. After the 
Republic of China repealed the foot-binding for many years, the women of 
Weihaiwei still bound their feet, because the British would not interfere 
with them. Whether forcing you to bind your feet or forcing you not to bind 
your feet was against the British’s understanding of freedom. The Qing 
Empire forced the people to wear a pigtail. The people would be beheaded 
if they resisted. This was against the common law's freedom. The Republic 
of China sent the police to cut the people’s pigtails. The people would get 
imprisoned if they resisted. This was also against the British system as well. 
The British system did not care what you did. It was all up to you. If you 
want to bind your feet, then bind them. If you want to wear a pigtail, then 
wear it. If you don't want to wear it, then cut it. If you want to love a fatty, 
do it. Have it your own way. As for the British, on one hand, this approach 
was their legal tradition; on the other hand, it had the lowest cost. However, 
as far as the French people were concerned, they wanted to teach French to 
all of you, they wanted you to learn the concept of the Enlightenment 
Movement, and turn you all into French. This was very costly. From the 
view of the British, it was the best if all countries did not engage in 
colonialism but only engage in the free trade supervision system. Free trade 
was best for the British. The British could obtain free trade in the Qing 
Dynasty without occupying its territory. 


But if each country occupied a piece of land and emptied the Qing 
Dynasty, the British, even if they got the largest share, would suffer losses 
compared to that they had the free trade. For when no one wanted to divide 


the colony, the whole world is a free trade area for Britain. If the powers 
divided up the colonies, only half or 40% of the colonies were attributed to 
the British Empire. But the British Empire’s original share was almost 
100%, which was reduced to 40% and 50% at the end of the 19th century. 
So the British Empire reluctantly occupied the colonies under the drive of 
other backward countries. This was a double loss to the British. On the one 
hand, he expanded the colonial area and increased administrative costs 
which he was not happy to pay. On the other hand, the occupation of the 
colony by others reduced the free trade zone that he could have used. This 
meant that the international system determined by the Vienna system was 
declining. 


The British didn’t directly oppose the backward countries but negotiated 
with them. The first negotiation was actually embodied in the Americas, 
1.e., the Monroe Doctrine. The United States’ policy toward the Americas 
was to firmly oppose the intervention of the European powers to interfere 
with the weaker republics of South America. In fact, the strength of the 
United States at that time was not enough to support this kind of policy. But 
the United States was implicitly supported by Britain. In the British's view, 
he had no intention of annexing any territory in South America, so the 
United States did not harm him by banning the European powers from 
entering South America. At the same time, the United States did not 
prohibit Britain’s trade. In fact, they were helping the British. The Monroe 
Doctrine was conducted by the United States. Other countries with 
territorial ambitions like France could not get in, but they were still doing 
the same for free trade. Free trade was always good for the British. 


The Entente Cordiale (1904) was signed by the British and the French. 
It mainly resolved the long-standing disputes in the Upper Nile and Africa. 
The British-Russian treaty of 1907 solved the famous taboo problem. 
Russia's advancement to Central Asia posed a threat to the British-Indian 
Empire. This threat involved the problems in Tibet and Xinjiang. The 
British intervention in Tibet and Xinjiang was also protective. His main 
purpose was to set up buffer countries in these places to prevent Russia 
from going south. If the Qing dynasty could close these places, the British 
actually did not want these territories. In the Far East, he took the same 
proxy agent policy. Before the First Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895, the 


main agent he chose was Li Hongzhang. The British hoped that Li 
Hongzhang could behave like the Brazilian empire of South America or the 
Ottoman Empire of the Middle East to prevent the Russians from going 
south and that Li Hongzhang could be able to safeguard British trade 
interests in the Far East at the same time. However, the First Sino-Japanese 
War proved that the Qing Empire was completely useless. Before the war, 
Britain supported Yuan Shikai and Li Hongzhang’s expansive policy of 
expelling Russians from North Korea and opposed Americans’ attempts to 
maintain North Korea’s independence. As soon as the war was over, he saw 
clearly that the Qing Empire was a lame duck. The only country that could 
stop Russia from going south and act as an East Asia agent for Britain was 
Japan, which used to be very modest. So the first Anglo-Japanese alliance 
came into being after the First Sino-Japanese War. 


The British Empire changed his agent, so the international status of 
Qing dynasty declined sharply from then on. Originally, like the Ottoman 
Empire, as long as it was the agent of Britain, Britain would try its best to 
maintain its territorial integrity. There was no need for this in the future. 
With Britain's policy of focusing on defending the North Sea and taking a 
policy of retreat in the world, it was important to understand that the Far 
East became a less important part of the world system, and that its place in 
the world system was not only inferior to that of Europe, but also less 
important than the Middle East, just a little better than Africa. So the time 
for the British to sign the second and third Anglo-Japanese alliances was 
later than the time it signed with the European countries. In 1911, the third 
Anglo-Japanese alliance laid down the foundation for the Far East system in 
the early 20th century, which actually meant that the British granted Japan 
freedom of action in the Far East and hoped that Japan would take over the 
task of maintaining order in the Far East. In America, this mission was 
delivered to the United States; in West Africa, to France; in the Middle 
East, to Russia. The four basic treaties were: First, the Monroe Doctrine; 
Second, the Anglo-French treaty; Third, the Anglo-Russian treaty; Fourth, 
the Anglo-Japanese alliance. Equivalent to being the boss of the head office 
of the British Empire, the British decided to enter a semi-retirement state 
under the old and weak circumstances. Before semi-retirement, he assigned 
his four former branches to four relatively trustworthy good friends. The 
Americas belong to the United States, Africa to France, the Middle East to 


Russia, and the Far East to Japan. The Ottoman Empire and the Qing 
Empire both became victims to this plan, which was the root cause of their 
historical doom. 


The First World War represented the final disintegration of the 
international system. We can see that the four major branch agreements 
signed by Britain missed one of the most important emerging powers: 
Germany. With these four agreements signed, Germany had become a fish 
in the pot and it could not go out in any direction. The British made a series 
of judgments before the war, judging that the demands of the French and 
Russian and other powers were specific and limited, and that only the 
Germans wanted to overthrow the entire international system. What others 
wanted was specific. For example, the French just wanted the land of 
Morocco or Sudan. Well, then let's split 1t up and share it, give one piece to 
you, and I take another piece. The Russians wanted the Central Asian 
regime. Then the British draw a border and stipulated that the north of 
Afghanistan belonged to Russia, and that the south of Afghanistan belonged 
to Britain. The Japanese did not ask beyond the Far East, which was easy to 
deal with. Americans could not play any role outside the Americas and the 
Pacific. Germany was the only problem. If Germany were to claim the 
territory of the Congo or any other territory, the British would be very 
willing to give the territory to him, and would like to assign to him some 
colonies that Britain and Portugal did not need. But the Germans' demands 
were, in fact, to change the hegemonic order. Especially Germany wanted 
to compete for hegemony with Britain at sea. It was intolerable for Britain. 
So long before the war, Britain had made the global layout. Germany knew 
he was under siege, and he was the first to take foul action in World War I. 
In the revolutions of the 20th century, fundamentally, there was an arsonist, 
who was Emperor William’s Second Deutsches Reich. The foreign 
diplomacy of the great powers defined by the Vienna system in the 19th 
century was a kind of gentlemanly diplomacy. The gentlemanly diplomacy, 
as its name implies, means that everyone should act like Duke Xiang of 
Song and that no one goes to the extremes. Although there are always wins 
and defeats, the winners stop at where they should. They do not exterminate 
the defeated. They can't take the nasty and dark actions. For example, when 
Germany defeated France, it would be fine to cede territory and pay 
indemnities to Germany, but Germany could not support France’s Parisian 


commune to overthrow the French government. Things would go wrong if 
you start to support other country’s rebel party because I can support your 
country’s rebel party as well. You also have social democrats in your 
country. If we all support the rebel party in other countries, the difference 
between regular warfare and secret subversion will completely disappear. 
There is no need for countries to send troops to fight on the battlefield 
anymore because I can send secret organizations to engage in the fifth 
column in your country to overthrow you. This practice was extremely 
degrading to the nineteenth-century diplomacy and it was not adopted by 
anyone. 


Germany was the first to use this strategy in the latter part of the First 
World War. Germany was basically under a worldwide blockade, and his 
people would soon be desperate to make ends meet. So Germany decided to 
do something that no country had done before and that would not to be 
done by decent people. Germany supported the subversive rebels of Russia 
and the Islamic world to subvert the British Empire and the Russian 
Empire. He supported agents in the Islamic world and Muslims in India. He 
launched colonial revolutionary diplomacy based on anti-imperialist and 
colonialism. This diplomacy was later inherited by Hitler. For example, 
Ahmed Ben Bella, the founding father of the Republic of Algeria, and the 
Palestine Islamic Party, the first group of Palestinians who opposed the 
Jews, were initially supported by the Germans. In the past, no powers 
would have done so when they were in conflict with each other. At the same 
time, after 1916, it was the German staff headquarters that supported the 
Bolshevik Social Revolutionary Party to dismantle the Tsar's Russian army 
and undermine the Russian war efforts from within. Lenin returned to 
Russia on a train across Germany’s territory from the German staff 
headquarters. The Bolshevik revolution depended on the 50 million gold 
rubles given by the German staff headquarters. These documents fell into 
the hands of the British at the end of World War II, and somehow the 
British did not publish them until after the Cold War. 


The interim government found this out roughly between July and 
August, so they prosecuted Trotsky. Lenin had to flee to the Finnish border 
because of this. However, Kornilov’s rebellion occurred, and Kerensky felt 
that he needed to rely on the victory of the Bolsheviks to deal with the 


army. So he released Trotsky and relied on the Red Guards to deal with the 
army. The decision ruined Kerensky himself. Once the army was in 
Trotsky's hands, he would never hand it over again. Then the red sailors 
attacked the East Palace, and the interim government completely fell from 
power. The Bolsheviks relied on the deserters in the early days after they 
were in power, because they had no financial or manpower resources. In 
other words, all other political parties wanted to keep to the agreement of 
the allies and fight the war to the end. Only the Bolsheviks were very 
willing to end the war because on the one hand they wanted to please 
Germany and on the other hand they wanted to please their main supporters, 
the frontline soldiers who were afraid of continuous fighting against 
Germany. These frontline soldiers were very willing to return to the country 
to kill the officers and the bourgeoisie who forced them to fight. They did 
not want to face the superior firepower of Germany. This was 
understandable. Hindenburg and Ludendorf at that time estimated that a 
German division could defeat a Russian group army. The Russians used 
inferior rifles and weapons. A large number of poor Russian peasant 
soldiers were driven across the trenches, like being sent to be killed. The 
Germans, relying on their superior weapons, strafed them in batches from 
far where was out of Russian weapons’ reach. In fact, the Russian soldiers 
had no chance of killing the Germans before they got killed, and the war 
had become something like a unilateral massacre. Predictably, the Russian 
soldiers hated the rulers who sent them to death. They found it easier to kill 
the rulers than to attack Germans who could not be defeated. 


The Bolsheviks relied on these deserters to disband the interim 
government and the constitutional conference. With Germany’s 50 million 
Reichs Mark and weapons, they defeated the scattered volunteer army. 
These volunteers mainly depended on the remaining gentry, bureaucrats and 
the bourgeoisie in the southern Caucasus region of Ukraine. Their main 
force was the cavalry. The weapons they relied on were the weapons left 
behind by the Tsarism, because Russia at that time basically had no military 
production capacity. In this respect, the Russians of the First World War 
were very similar to Chiang Kai-shek's Kuomintang troops during the 
Second World War—they were an army to seek its doom. The Bolsheviks 
possessed all the military resources of St. Petersburg and Moscow, and they 
had German military assistance. The White Army used old-fashioned rifles 


that were only left behind in the Tsarist era. What else they depended on 
was the cavalry and sabers. Therefore, it often occurred during the Russian 
civil war that there were more bayonet fighting more than firepower 
fighting. Moreover, the White Army was completely unindustrialized. They 
depended on the courageous cavalry, the brave spirit of Russian officers, 
and the desperate cavalry mobility. However, like the Chiang Kai-shek 
army later, they basically did not have heavy weapons. The Bolshevik side 
had all the heavy weapons. 


All of us here are educated and brain-washed by the Communist Party, 
we are likely to believe that the Bolsheviks were taking wise measures. 
They did have wise measures. It was very difficult for other regimes in 
Russia to get grain. Only the Bolsheviks directly sent grain teams to the 
countryside to rob the grain. Although the White Army had Ukraine, the 
country with the most grain, they did not levy as much grain as the 
Bolsheviks in the barren north. But this is not the main determinant of war. 
In such a backward country like Russia, whoever had a very small number 
of heavy weapons would win the war. The White Army did not have heavy 
weapons, and it was the same as Chiang Kai-shek's troops that were sent to 
the Northeast China. The Bolsheviks were able to acquire heavy weapons 
for exactly the same reason that Mao Zedong was able to acquire heavy 
artillery in the Northeast China. The Bolsheviks relied on selling Russian 
interests; they relied on Germany to send them the advanced weapons that 
Russia could not produce and that could not be found anywhere else. With 
these weapons, the Bolsheviks basically smashed the troops of the 
constitutional conference, Kolchak and Denikin in the midst of the brutal 
1918-1919 civil war, 


The Bolsheviks’ next step was to promote the world revolution. From 
Russia's own point of view, the Bolsheviks were almost a foreign party, 
with most of their leaders being Jews, Orientals, Caucasians and other 
messy people, with few purebred Russians. This pattern was related to the 
“Greater Russia policy” adopted by the Russian Empire. Under this "great 
Russian policy", those who opposed the tsarist autocracy and those who 
opposed the Tsar ethnic discrimination inevitably came together. Who 1s the 
most against the Tsar? It was those who opposed dictatorship and those who 
opposed Great Russia and dominant nation chauvinism. Therefore, ethnic 


minorities were in the natural opposition and the most active opposition. 
The most intelligent people among the ethnic minorities were the Jews. The 
most skilled and savage were the Caucasians. Trotsky and Stalin were their 
representatives. From the point of view of Great Russian nationalists and 
their political parties, the Bolsheviks got paid by the Germans and did what 
they were being paid. The Bolsheviks were the ethnic minorities and 
foreigners, so if they were not subversive forces, who else were? 


Being as an internationalist, Lenin’s goal was not just to overthrow the 
tsar. He got German money, but he was not a dedicated German agent as the 
White Army slandered upon him. His relations with the Germans were also 
mutually beneficial. He was in an absolutely weak position. He had no guns 
and no money. The Germans had guns and money. So it seemed that he was 
working for Germany and that the Germans didn't care much about him by 
judging from the strength contrast of the two sides. Lenin’s fundamental 
purpose was to launch a world revolution. Russia was not very important. 
According to the general view of the socialists in the nineteenth century, the 
real revolutionary center should be in the most developed place of the 
bourgeoisie. The industrial center of Europe was undoubtedly Germany and 
Belgium. Belgium was too small to matter. Germany was the most 
important. When the Communist International was established, the working 
language was German, and the main leaders were also the leftists of the 
German Socialist Party. Lenin’s idea was to use Russia as a fuse to trigger 
the revolution in the world. Once the Russian revolution was successful, 
even the Germans who funded him were within the scope of his next 
revolution. After the victory of the revolution, the work center of the 
Communist International was relocated to Berlin, and the work language 
was German too. 


Russia was a blasting fuse. The Bolsheviks would burn up Russia's 
resources to arouse the world revolution, rather than protect Russia and its 
people or save wealth for Russia. They wanted to overthrow the Russian 
bourgeoisie and the wealthy, squeeze out all their assets and use them in the 
world's revolution in a very short time. There were two aspects of the so- 
called communist tyranny. On the one hand, it was caused by communism 
itself; on the other hand, it was caused by its subversive nature. For 
example, if you break into a family with the purpose to take out the money 


and resources to make weapons and kill the neighbors, then you will 
definitely not implement a policy of lasting stability in that neighborhood. 
You won't do anything like Li Shimin, Taizong of the Tang Dynasty, to 
implement the low-taxation policy, and hope that the people will become 
richer in the next twenty years or so. Twenty years later, the world 
revolution would have already erupted, so why consider so much? Now we 
must squeeze out the existing resources as much as possible, like drain the 
pond to get all the fish. After the success of the world revolution, Russia 
would be like a useless squeezed orange. There was extreme cruelty in the 
policy adopted by the Bolsheviks in the early few years. Stalin was cruel 
but he was more lenient than Lenin. In Stalin's times it was clear that the 
world revolution could not succeed in the short term, so Russia was their 
only home, and they had to think about their own future. Therefore, in this 
period, Stalin adopted some long-term policies. In the 1920s, the 
Bolsheviks did not spare Russia at all. They did not hesitate to devote all of 
Russia’s resources to the world revolution. 


The first obstacle the Bolsheviks faced in this game was the socialists in 
Europe. If Lenin's plan was successful, the socialists in Europe should end 
up the same way as the Russian Socialists and Kerensky. But his plan was 
not completely successful. In the 1920s, his plan provoked extensive party- 
cleaning activities in Europe and retaliatory action by the Social Democrats 
in Sweden, Finland and Germany. In this fight, the Bolsheviks proved 
themselves to be losers. The retaliatory activities of these Social Democrats 
were actually quite tragic. Compared with the Chiang Kai-shek's April 12 
purge, you can say that Chiang Kai-shek was kind and soft. Chiang Kai- 
shek’s killing was not complete compared to the so-called White Guards in 
Finland. We can't believe the Bolshevik propaganda. In the Bolshevik 
textbooks, those people were bourgeoisie, but in fact they were not. In this 
case, the Bolsheviks hit the Socialists first. The so-called White Army they 
killed were generally Finnish veterans and Social Democratic workers’ 
pickets. Their relationship with the Bolsheviks was the closest, but the 
Bolsheviks fought them the maliciously. It was the same in Germany. Those 
who killed the German Communists the most maliciously were Social 
Democratic Party of Germany. At the height of the massacre, the Swedish 
and Finnish Social Democrats door-to-door searched for the Red Guards 
and the Red Army and killed them immediately without trial. It was 


actually a civil war, and both sides exercised war power. Because the 
communists were killed thoroughly, the communist Parties of the Nordic 
countries later did not gain the upper hand after this massacre. So the Social 
Democratic Party took power for a long time. 


The history has basically disappeared from people's memories. 
Everyone thinks that the Social Democratic Party seems to be the most 
moderate political party. In fact, it was able to adopt the most gentle and 
most civilized approach because it killed all the communists at the very 
beginning. After he no longer had enemies, he could be gentle. If the 
communists were not killed thoroughly, they would make troubles again 
and again. If so, the Social Democratic Party, like Chiang Kai-shek, had to 
kill the communists again and again like a chronic illness. To be honest, 
Chiang Kai-shek was not cruel to kill at the beginning, but in the end he got 
the notoriety, because he did not kill hard enough. If he made a clean kill, 
no one would have scolded him anymore. He may later become a democrat. 
This is one of the most deplorable aspects in Machiavelli’s politics. Most of 
the public’s historical images are too far away from what actually happened 
in history. It is said that the history is subject to be changed by anyone. You 
expect the people to be fair, the history to be fair, and the truth would be 
revealed. This is actually a very unrealistic expectation. Even in countries 
that claim democracy and freedom of speech, the history people know is 
highly distorted and highly unreliable. 


Well, this is too far from the topic. We mentioned just now that Lenin 
suffered a complete setback in the European revolution. At this time, he had 
to shift his focus to the Far East and the overseas world. In the Far East and 
the overseas world, the first countries that could be infiltrated were those 
that had not become colonies. The main ones were China and Ethiopia. A 
colonial country had a master, if it was Indochina, the French would 
manage it; if it was North Korea, the Japanese would manage it. These 
countries still had certain strengths and it was difficult to directly subvert 
them. A country like China that was nominally independent but actually 
powerless and torn apart, was most likely to be subverted. This was also the 
case in Ethiopia. It was the only country in Africa that had not become a 
colony, so it became a stronghold of the youth Ethiopian party. The role 
played by the youth Ethiopian Party in Africa was the same as that played 


by the Kuomintang in China. It was a parasitic institution for the 
Communist Party. It was the Kuomintang seen from the outside, but there 
was an egg of the Communist Party inside. After the Kuomintang was 
successful, the Communist Party would overturn the Kuomintang from 
within. The Ethiopian Youth Party played the same role. The Communist 
Party was hidden inside. They overthrew the emperor through the 
organization of young officers, and then usurped the status of young 
officers through the Communist Party. From a long history point of view, 
both alliances were completely successful. 


After the end of the First World War, the main idea of the great powers 
was to restore the pre-war Far East order, but they were actually unable to 
do so. The international system was weakened by the First World War and 
stricken by the revolutions. They formally restored the status quo of the 
international system, which was actually worse off. The British were the 
first to retreat, and the rest of the world waited and looked at each other. 
Under such circumstances, although the United States had strengthened its 
existence through the Washington Treaty, it was still affected by 
isolationism and was unwilling to get involved in the international affairs. 
So the Far East temporarily became a vacuum. Nature is averse to vacuum, 
and so is politics. If a place becomes a vacuum and the original sovereign 
tends to retreat, then new forces are bound to pour in. 


The Soviet Union was a major power that actively intervened in the 
mainland of China in the 1920s, and Japan slowly joined after the 1930s. 
The Northern Expedition in the 1920s was basically the result of direct 
Soviet intervention. After the Soviet Union first made a revolution in 
Europe, it was collectively blocked by Europe and other big powers. No 
one wanted to establish diplomatic ties with the Soviet Union. So it went to 
the east and hoped to negotiate diplomatic relations with the Beiyang 
Government. The Beiyang government’s proposal was: “If you can return 
Mongolia to us, we would like to admit you.” The Soviet Union saw that 
diplomatic negotiations were difficult under such circumstances, so it once 
again adopted a rogue trick. In a normal diplomacy you can only negotiate 
with the representatives of the government in power, not with the internal 
political forces. For example, if you want to make contact with the United 
States, the following is not allowed: after the Republicans come to power 


and they are hard to negotiate, you go to Texas to give the governor of 
Texas a sum of money hoping that the governor takes your money and go 
against the White House, so there would be a civil war in the United States, 
and then you could make a better deal with the United States. If you really 
do that, definitely the Texans and the White House will work together 
against you because the constitutional system of the United States is already 
perfect. This unruly behavior will not work in the United States. But you 
could do such a thing in China. China was about to collapse at that time. 
The Soviet Union began to contact Zhang Zuolin (Chang Tso-lin aka Old 
Marshal), Wu Pei-fu, Sun Yat-sen and others separately when there was 
nothing that he Beiyang government could do to help. But these major 
warlords were patriotic and refused to abandon Outer Mongolia. After 
being driven out of Guangzhou (Canton) by Chen Jiongming, Sun Yat-sen 
had already fallen into a desperate situation. He thought the funds provided 
by the Soviet Union were quite valuable, so he accepted what the Soviet 
Union offered. We cannot say that Sun Yat-sen’s personal political morality 
was particularly ugly. It should be said that this was in line with the 
Machiavelli policy. 


What is a man of principle? Principles require capital. If a pauper sticks 
to principles, he will starve to death. Why can a rich man be a gentleman? 
Because even if he falls out with others he still has two hundred acres of 
land to farm in the countryside to make a living. If someone can be very 
good-natured and shows good principles and can go anywhere without a 
hitch, most likely because he has 200 acres of land in the countryside like 
General Washington. When he got into an argument with somebody, 
General Washington’s mantra was: “I quit, I go to the countryside to do my 
farm work.” He was able to utter this sentence definitely because he was 
not a poor peasant. He had a huge real estate in his hometown and a whole 
batch of black slaves. He could still live a good life when he returned home, 
so he could stick to his principle and said “I will go home. I quit.” Among 
the literati and bureaucrats in ancient China, who could adhere to the 
principle? In fact, the landlords with property and wealth could. When they 
were no match for the eunuchs in Beijing city, they walked away and retired 
from the state affairs. What is the premise of the adherence to principles? 
He had a pastoral retreat, and he returned to Suzhou to maintain his manor. 
If he was a poor peasant, he could not go anywhere. Eunuchs were 


generally poor peasants. If it wasn’t for food, it’s hard for a man to make up 
his mind to cut off his penis to become a eunuch. Even high position and 
great wealth were necessarily worth the sacrifice. Therefore, the struggle 
between the eunuchs and scholar-officials, as Confucians said, was actually 
a struggle between the unprincipled villains and the principled gentlemen, 
somewhat like the struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. 
Although not all of the bourgeoisie stick to principles, there are many 
rogues among them, but those who stick to principles must be the 
bourgeoisie. This is a relationship between sufficient conditions and 
necessary conditions. Having property is not a sufficient condition of 
principles, but it is a necessary condition. Those who have property do not 
necessarily stick to principles, but those who stick to principles must be 
property owners. And proletarians are unprincipled people at all times and 
over the world,. 


At the time of the Betyang government, Sun Yat-sen was a proletarian, 
and he was not always a proletarian, but he had been very unlucky and had 
become a proletarian for a while. But the people like Zhang Zuolin and Wu 
Pei-fu had big families and were relatively rich. It did not matter if the 
Soviet Union didn’t give them the money. I’ve got the money and the land. 
I’ve got at least hundreds of thousands of troops. Come and have a try? So 
they could stick to the principles. After Sun Yat-sen was driven away by 
Chen Haoming, he was already old; he had been relying on the support of 
the Japanese Military Department’s Black Dragon Society for the first half 
of his life. But now that the Japanese had become the branch manager of the 
Far East, there was no need to support the revolutionary forces. It was more 
advantageous for the Japanese to safeguard the treaty system. In this case, 
Sun Yat-sen could no longer find a sponsor, and he was in the state of being 
old, so if he did not get the support from the Soviet Union, he might be 
afraid that the Kuomintang would disappear from history. If so, our beloved 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek could only continue to trade stocks for the 
rest of his life. 


The Soviets supported the establishment of the revolutionary base in 
Guangzhou. We can see from the inside story of the Guangzhou 
Revolutionary Base that the Soviet Union’s interference in China’s internal 
affairs had become so strong. When Japan proposed Article 21, it only 


required the establishment of several consultants in several military- 
industrial enterprises and several departments of the Beiyang government. 
The nature of these consultants was similar to that of Yuan Shikai's 
consultants established in North Korea and they did not bear actual 
responsibility. However, in the Guangzhou Revolutionary Base where 
Borodin was the representative of the communist international in China, the 
Soviet Union’s interference reached a peak. When the Kuomintang held a 
Central Committee meeting, there must be Russian representatives 
to sit in on the meeting. Ji Shanjia was directly in charge of the Guangzhou 
army; the main weapons of the Guangzhou government were transported by 
Stalin to Guangzhou via Vladivostok; The main subsidy of the Guangzhou 
government was raised by Borodin through Shanghai and Hong Kong and 
provided to the Guangzhou government in the name of donation from the 
International Red Labor Organization. In the so-called Shaki massacre, it 
was Russian officers who led the parade to attack the British police. Among 
the struggle in the so-called Hankou (Hanyang, Wuchang and Hankou or 
Hankow form the conurbation of Wuhan) and Jiujiang (Kiukiang or Kew 
Keang) British concessions, it was also Russia’s advisor to preside over the 
overall situation in Wuhan. Now the revolutionary base of Hubei and 
Hunan provinces for the Russian consultants, together with the earliest 
members of the Kuomintang and Communist Party, is still in existence. If 
you have free time, you can go to Hankou and Wuchang to have a look. 
They are luxury houses. They are seven or eight times bigger than the 
Tanhualin houses of wealthy merchants, bishops, church elders of the 
United Kingdom and the United States. The waiters’ dinner menus had 
been saved to the present. When they had a meeting, the waiters who were 
in charge of delivering tea and water to them had seven courses for a dinner. 
It was such people who claimed to be the leaders of workers and peasants. I 
do not think any workers and peasants could afford such houses in Hankou. 


Hankou is a special place. What is special about it? There was a bit of 
computational error in the Communist International in calculating its 
oriental allowance. They did not know much about the price standards in 
the mainland of China, they started by setting up the headquarters in Beijing 
and Shanghai through people such as Li Dazhao and Chen Duxiu. When 
branches were set up in the mainland, they did not know the living 
standards and social conditions in the mainland. Besides, they might feel 


that it didn't matter if they spent more money at the beginning of their work. 
Therefore, they generally set a salary standard for their agents in Hunan and 
Hubei provinces according to the price standards in the coastal areas of 
China, and their Chinese agents were as if they had made a fortune right 
away. Think for yourself, if someone pays wages in accordance with 
Shanghai's standards and lets you live in Wuhan, do you feel that you are 
suddenly taking super advantages over those who get wages according to 
local wage standards in Wuhan? Those people who lived in the 
revolutionary base of Hubei and Hunan provinces could afford these 
luxurious houses because the Communist International made a mistake in 
this regard. They did not figure out the price difference between the coastal 
areas and the mainland. 


The Communist International set up organizations in the Far East at 
several stages. In the first stage, they established the Far East Communist 
Parties through the Siberian Bureau. At this stage, their work was very 
rough. For example, the Siberian Bureau was also responsible for the 
construction of the Communist Parties throughout the countries of the Far 
East. The personnel sent out were simultaneously operating in China, North 
Korea, Japan, and Vietnam. But they did not keep in touch with each other 
and they did not know what others were doing. So that two North Korean 
Communists were established at the same time and then the two North 
Korean Communists fought over each other and fought all the way to 
Moscow. As you can see from these incidents, this stage might be in a rush, 
and the work was badly done. 


In the second phase, at the Far East Republic stage, the work was done 
better. This was partly due to the theoretical basis. In the process of the 
eastern expedition of Red Army, Lenin first discovered the magical effect of 
the United Front work. According to Chinese Communist Party, the united 
front work is one of the three magic weapons (the united front, armed 
struggle, and Party building). But, like most of the Communist Party's 
magic weapons, they were not his originals, they were offered to him by the 
Soviet Union. The magical effect of the united front was discovered by 
Lenin in the battle against Kolchak. He found that if he were to fight 
directly, even though he had the advantage of weapons, due to the 
courageous tradition of the Russian aristocracy and military officers, and 


the Russian peasants’ aversion to grain collection, the cost of war was still 
very high. But there was some weakness in the enemy: there was no unity 
within the enemy. The theoretical source of the White Army was Samara’s 
constitutional convention, which was held in St. Petersburg and later 
disbanded by Lenin and his Bolshevik marines. They stormed into the 
convention and disbanded it. But at that time, Lenin had just seized power 
and the Cheka institutions were not perfect. According to what he later did, 
since the constitutional conference was disbanded, he should have killed all 
those damned guilty conferees, so to remove out the source of the trouble. 
But he had just seized power and had a lot of work to do, leaving a large 
part of the conferees to escape from St. Petersburg. These people fled to 
Samara, where they announced the reconvening of the constitutional 
conference. Because of the symbolism of a legal system, rebels everywhere 
announced their response to this constitutional conference because it was 
the Russian legitimacy. But the representatives of the constitutional 
conference were varied, including a large number of pink Social Democrats, 
as well as liberals -ear Russian nationalists, so that you could get in with a 
wedge and break them apart. Lenin's policy was to break up the Kolchak 
regime (the Provisional Siberian Government) through the Social 
Democratic Party within. 


This practice was quite successful. In the most intense moments of the 
war, a coup d'état took place in Kolchak’s base in Irkutsk. The Social 
Democratic Party took control of the local regime and in turn, struck 
Kolchak. At the crucial moment when they were at the battle, the Red Army 
suddenly entered the city. Kolchak himself was more conservative. Like 
most Russian soldiers, he thought that the Social Democrats were a bit 
better than the Bolsheviks. But he was very distrustful of these people. 
However, since these people had taken up considerable power in the 
constitutional conference and had a great influence on the society, he had to 
give them some position in the government. This was the difference 
between the right-wing authoritarian government and the left. If it were the 
Communists, you wouldn't get any real government position other than a 
window-dressing position. But a right-wing dictator would not do the same 
thing as the left wing in this respect. He would really give you some real 
power if he wanted to form a coalition government. The Bolshevik united 
front was to enable these social democrats to use their power to destroy the 


Kolchak regime from within, leaving Kolchak himself and his prime 
minister unable to leave the city neither to fight at a critical moment nor to 
escape. If Kolchak could escape to the Far East, he would be much better 
off than the later Semyonov, because Kolchak represented the legitimacy of 
Russian constitutional conference, but later the White Army lost this 
legitimacy. 


After this victory, Lenin felt that this method could be implemented 
systematically and he established the Far East Republic. The Far East 
Republic was nominally a country independent of Soviet Union. According 
to the Bolsheviks, it was a bourgeois country led by a coalition government. 
The leaders and half of the members of the coalition government were 
bourgeoisie. But among the other half, there were several people from the 
most important and most powerful divisions. According to what the 
Russians say now, the guns were firmly held in the hands of the Bolsheviks. 
But the head of government and those in charge of the foreign affairs and 
economic sectors who often appeared in public should be the old 
bourgeoisie who served as window-dressing, like the Chinese People's 
Political Consultative Conference (C.P.P.C.C.) in communist-ruled China. 
In this way, the bourgeois world could be deceived into believing that the 
far Fast Republic was not dangerous. At the same time, it could also 
deceive opponents in Russia to think that such a republic was 
fundamentally different from the Bolsheviks and would not implement the 
reign of the Bolsheviks in the country, thus alleviating their resistance. The 
Far East Republic had a third role, i.e., since it was theoretically an 
independent country like Estonia and Finland that were independent of the 
Russian Empire. It was used as a base to send infiltrators to Japan, North 
Korea, and China. It was much easier than directly sending infiltrators from 
Russia. Russia had a large number of Chinese and Korean expatriates in the 
Far East. It would be better to infiltrate China and North Korea by 
developing organizations and training agents among these expatriates, than 
directly sending Russians to infiltrate. So the second stage of Russian 
infiltration was in the period of the Far East Republic. 


Now, in the official history of the Chinese Communist Party, the first 
National Congress of Chinese Communist Party in 1921 was the starting 
point of the Chinese Communist Party. This is not in line with real history. 


The Chinese Communist Party was actually established in 1920 under 
deputy manager Grigori Voitinsky, but this establishment was a very chaotic 
process under the leadership of the Siberian Bureau. It did not look good, so 
it was erased by the official history. The second establishment was led by 
agents Marin and Nichols of the Far East Bureau of the Far East Republic 
and was established in Shanghai. Several delegates attending the meeting, 
including Chen Duxiu’s representative Bao Huiyan, were essentially 
playing the window-dressing role. The real work was not done by the 
representative of the Communist International, Marin, who presided over 
the meeting, but by Nikolsky who didn’t make a display of himself. If you 
go to Shanghai now to look for the memorial hall of the founding of 
Chinese Communist Party, you will find that there are 20 or so delegates, 
each of whom has a paragraph about what he was doing and his 
achievement, and so on. Only one person stayed behind in obscurity, and 
there was no introduction for him. His name was Nikolsky. His name stands 
out among the three-character Chinese names. The name Marin still looks 
like a Chinese name. They won’t tell you that that he was originally a Dutch 
Communist and was originally called Hendricus Sneevliet. Only judged 
from the name Nikolsky, even fool can see that he was not Chinese. And he 
did not have any introduction, because this introduction cannot be written. 
After returning to Russia after completing his mission in China, he was 
arrested by Stalin during the internal power struggle after Trotsky's fall and 
shot as an imperialist spy. However, he was actually not an imperialist spy 
but an agent of the Soviet Union itself. After the disintegration of Russia, 
Soviet historians re-excavated this history and announced it. I think there 
are still relevant materials in the Far East Research Institute. But the 
material is too embarrassing to be included in China's party history. 


In accordance with the bills left by the Communist International, in the 
first few years after the first National Congress of Chinese Communist 
Party in 1921, the Chinese Communist Party obtained approximately one 
thousand US dollars from the Chinese headquarters through party fees and 
donations. It accounted for less than 5% of the total funds of the Chinese 
Communist Party. 95% of the funding came from the Communist 
International. And above all, the money was different from the Soviet 
Union. After the Soviet revolution succeeded, the local government 
abolished the precious metals and introduced paper money that could not be 


cashed out. But the agents of the Communist International in the Far East 
Bureau of Shanghai absolutely used real gold and silver, such as Mexican 
silver coins, the Chinese local silver dollars and the US dollars that could be 
exchanged for gold at that time. After receiving the money, the Far Eastern 
Bureau handed it over to the middle-level officials of the Chinese 
Communist Party through the secretary and members of the Far East 
Bureau. Note that the Far East Bureau handed the money over to a series of 
people like Deng Zhongxia, Zhou Enlai, Gu Shunzhang, and Li Lisan 
instead of Chen Duxiu, the theoretical leader of the Chinese Communist 
Party. After these people got the money, they reported not to Chen Duxiu or 
his representatives, but to the chairman and members of the Far East 
Bureau. 


For most of the 1920s, the chief leader of the Far East Bureau and the 
Far East Revolution was Vunchsky(?). The people who received his money 
were Li Lisan, Gu Shunzhang, Zhou Enlai and so on. When they got the 
money, they started their activities in a number of ways, first of all, the gang 
work, that is, you have to join the Green Gang (a secret society founded 
toward the last years of the Qing Dynasty) or other gangs and learn from 
the local master to become an underworld boy. Through the gang work, the 
gang's disciples were reorganized into a truly revolutionary trade union, 
because under the conditions of China at that time, trade unions and gangs 
were the same. The proletarian laborers were basically under the protection 
of the Green Gang. So Li Lisan became a disciple of the Qing Gang’s leader 
Chang Yuqing, who was called Old Man Chang. Li Lisan was a disciple of 
Chang Yuging. This discipleship was the basis for his ability to launch the 
May 30th Movement in Shanghai. 


The May 30th Movement as it is now called was a gangster movement 
in the eyes of the bourgeoisie at that time. The people who Gu Shunzhang 
and Zhou Enlai come into contact with were more formidable. They were 
the well-known Du Yuesheng (Dou Yu-Seng; Tu Yueh-sheng; Du Yueh- 
sheng; Big-Eared Du) and Huang Jinrong (Hwang Chin-jung or 
Pockmarked Hwang). On the eve of the 1917 Shanghai Revolution, Zhou 
Enlai sent Wang Shouhua to serve as a disciple to Du Yuesheng. Note that 
he did not worship under Du Yuesheng directly as a Communist Party 
member. He had several identities: he joined the Green Gang under Du 


Yuesheng as a Kuomintang party member, and then managed the Shanghai 
branch of the Green Gang as a disciple of Du Yuesheng. According to the 
Zhou Enlai’s report, Shanghai's rogue proletarians, gang members, and 
deserters were more than tens of thousands. They were performing 
satisfactorily and could play a major role in future revolutions. He said this 
in late 1926 and early 1927, when the Northern Expedition, led by Chiang 
Kai-shek, was approaching Shanghai from the east of Nanchang. At this 
time, the Communist International decided to launch an uprising in 
Shanghai. Their reliance on power was the three types of people mentioned 
above. Of course, it was not enough to solely rely on the strength of the 
lower social level. It was important to open up the upper-level relationship 
and used the concessions as a refuge, because the Chinese residential areas 
legally belonged to China, and they were controlled by Li Baozhang of the 
Northern Warlords. Li Baozhang could decide who to arrest. Therefore, the 
main organs of the Communist Party moved into the concession, to be 
exact, to the French concession, and the Chinese police chief working under 
the aegis of the French Stireté was the famous Green Gang boss Huang 
Jinrong. Zhou Enlai and Wang Shouhua negotiated with Du Yuesheng, 
hoping that he will protect the local Communists for the sake of morality. 


Then, something you cannot imagine happened. It was more exciting 
than a novel. They held this secret negotiation with the Shanghai 
bourgeoisie, the concession authorities and the Green Gang. There were 
several principal agents: Comrades Zhou Enlai and Wang Shouhua, all of 
whom we are familiar with, were representatives of the Chinese Communist 
Party. The head of the International Settlement's Shanghai Municipal 
Council, a man named Stirling Fessenden, represented the imperialists and 
the Shanghai bourgeoisie; The famous Orthodox Christian, Anoli 
Pavlovich, acted as a mediator. He was called Yu Qiaqing by the Chinese. 
He was a veteran spy of the Soviet Union. The Orthodox Church was a 
famous spy nest in Shanghai at the time. But he was also an important host 
of the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce and one of the main behind-the- 
scenes promoters of the May 30th Movement. Du Yuesheng and Huang 
Jinrong also participated in this event. The result of this mediation will be 
put below. The materials are quite incomplete now. The materials I have 
seen include at least the following contents: Du Yuesheng used 5,000 silver 
dollars to subsidize Zhou Enlai and Wang Shouhua to make revolutions. Du 


Yuesheng was responsible for convening the Gangsters to convince the 
Huang Jinrong to persuade the concession authorities to protect the 
Communists in the concession. At the same time, Communists assured the 
Concession authorities and Shanghai Municipal Council that Communists 
would not cross the boundary of the concession and would protect the lives 
and property of the foreign nationals in Shanghai. 


Here is the result of the deal. When Li Baozhang sent his plainclothes 
detectives into the concession to arrest the Communist Party members, the 
concession police led by Huang Jinrong in turn arrested the plainclothes 
detectives and escorted them out of the concession. The official reasons 
given by the Shanghai Municipal Council and the French concession 
authorities for these activities are as follows: “The concession does not 
belong to China’s sovereign jurisdiction and is legally a neutral zone. 
Legally speaking, the Northern Expedition War and the Northern Warlords 
War launched by the Kuomintang and the Communist Party are the civil 
wars in China. China's civil war should take place in areas under Chinese 
jurisdiction and should not interfere with the political order of the 
concession. The communists fled to the concession because of political 
reasons. According to international law, they belonged to the scope of 
political prisoners. The concession authorities, as foreigners, are not 
involved in the Chinese civil war, are strictly neutral in the Chinese civil 
war, and have an obligation to protect Chinese political prisoners.” When 
the Northern warlord faced such a reason, they were completely 
dumbfounded. However, this did not prevent our dear Chinese Communist 
Party from accusing Sun Chuanfang and Duan Qirui of being imperialist 
tools; and Shanghai’s revolutionaries had initiated the revolution on the 
grounds of overthrowing imperialism. The more wonderful content is 
below. After Du Yuesheng had done so much for the Communist Party, 
Wang Shouhua, on behalf of Zhou Enlai, politely thanked him. In fact, 
Wang Shouhua meant to test his attitude. Du Yuesheng said “you don't need 
to thank me. The morality and justice is that you help me and I help you in 
turn’. Wang Shouhua understood it, so he asked “what do you want?” Du 
Yuexuan replied “Nothing else, as long as you leave the opium trade in 
Shanghai to me, I would be satisfied.” Wang Shouhua returned and reported 
this to Zhou Enlai. As a result, the two sides officially reached a deal, Du 


Yuesheng obtained his opium, and Zhou Enlai received the Shanghai 
Revolutionary Interim Committee. 


The Shanghai interim Revolutionary Committee can be said to be the 
third monument in the history of the united front. The first monument is the 
well-known the Far East Republic. The second monument is the Guangzhou 
revolutionary government under the leadership of Borodin. The third 
monument is the Shanghai Provisional Government. The Shanghai 
Provisional Government was established under the leadership of Comrade 
Vizinsky. Zhou Enlai served as a middleman for it. It was nominally built 
by the Kuomintang member Niu Yongjian. This provisional government 
had another nickname “the Green Gang government” among the folks. 
Because it had a total of 19 members, including 10 communists and three 
recognized gangsters. In fact, the general public opinion at that time only 
understood the Green Gang on the outside, so it was called the Green Gang 
government. But this is not true. It was later discovered that the three 
gangsters are actually underground members of the Communist Party. It is 
hard to tell whether they were loyal to the Green Gang or the Communist 
Party. The word "Green Gang government" came out because there was 
another Qing Gang government in North China at that time, that is, a small 
warlord, Zhili Governor Chu Yupu, who was attached to Zhang Zuolin, the 
great warlord. He had a fantastic dream, and his own relationship with the 
Green Gang was very good, especially with a big man of the Green Gang, 
Yuan Keding, who was the son of Yuan Shikai and was opposed to Yuan 
Shikai's monarchical attempt. After Yuan Shikai's downfall, this guy 
became a poet, a romantic poet, and finally, like all poets, he was not good 
at financial management. He sold off a lot of property that Yuan Shikai left 
for him. When he was not able to make a living, he joined the Green Gang. 
The Green Gang felt that this fellow was the son of the emperor, and it was 
necessary to raise him up. So they gave him a high grade in the Green Gang 
and he was considered an honorary leader of the Green Gang. So under his 
leadership, a government consisting of many gang members was organized 
in Zhili province, known as the Northern Green Gang government. The 
Southern Green Gang government was the government that was established 
by Grigori Voitinsky and Zhou Enlai behind the scenes. In fact, the 
government was a bit misnamed, because the three green gangsters at that 
time were, let’s talk about their names: first, Li Lisan; second, Wang 


Shouhua; and third, Gu Shunzhang. I think that after we say these three 
names, everyone knows what was going on. But no one knew that they 
were three members of the Communist Party. They came to the masses at 
the time of the May 30th Movement and the later workers' movement as the 
big brothers of Green Gang. This was the third stage of the united front. 


Shanghai is an extraordinary place. It occupied more than half of 
China’s national tax revenue at that time. As long as you occupy Shanghai, 
there is no way for warlords in other places to fight against you, at least on 
the money. When Chiang Kai-shek led his troops into Shanghai, he faced 
such a situation. After Chiang Kai-shek's own troops came from Nanchang, 
they gradually fell out with Borodin's central government in Wuhan. 
Borodin, in Hankou, tried to help Tang Shengzhi to replace him. Chiang 
Kai-shek was caught in a dilemma. There are many communists in his 
army. He entered this city which had basically been controlled by a gang of 
Communists who were not communists in name but actually are 
communists. As long as these people are in power in Shanghai, it was 
difficult for him to get Shanghai's tax revenue. As long as it had been 
fermented for a sufficient period of time, it is easy to pull over some of his 
diverse forces, and some of his troops were already very unstable. 


Under such circumstances, it is difficult to say whether the April 12th 
purge was a sudden attack by Chiang Kai-shek or a self-defense operation 
in a desperate situation. Because at that time, Stalin and the Hankou 
government had already begun to decide that Chiang Kai-shek was like an 
orange that had been squeezed and could be thrown away. They did not 
expect that Chiang Kai-shek who had been through long-term stock 
speculation and formed a gambler's character took completely unreasonable 
actions in times of desperation. When he took completely unreasonable 
actions, the Shanghai working-peasant class armed forces consisting of a 
large number of deserters and rogue proletarians were not good at fighting. 
In terms of the number of people, they were absolutely dominant, and they 
have a great right to rule because they came to Shanghai first and had 
already practiced a long period of red terror in Shanghai. The so-called red 
terror was the replacement of the courts of the bourgeoisie in the past with 
the People’s Police and the People’s Courts. 


We should not think that the people's Police and the people's Court are 
better to listen to, and it seems better to add the word "people" to the word 
"police". What is "people"? This was in fact a copy of Lenin's experience 
during the October Revolution. What does the "People's Police" mean? That 
is, workers, peasants, and anyone can exercise their own powers of law 
enforcement. In the past, only the police identified by the authorities 
exercised their enforcement powers according to the laws and orders of 
their superiors. Now, like the Red Guards, I declare myself to be the 
people's policeman of the all over the world, and then I can grab a passer-by 
and hang him up on a street lamp. This is not even called "murder." 
According to the old police, this is called murder or lynching. However, 
according to the people's police practice, this is enforcement of the people's 
court's decision. If we use the language of the bourgeoisie to describe the 
people’s courts and people’s police, it means that everyone can call 
themselves a judge and a police officer. Of course, everyone could call 
themselves as people’s police, but in reality most ordinary people would not 
do so. Only the revolutionary who deliberately sought all means to get rid 
of their enemies would call themselves as people’s police. Hanging a few 
capitalists and putting a few bombs on the capitalists’ doorstep can squeeze 
their money out very effectively. After seeing such an example, I'm afraid 
you would not keep your money anymore under such a situation. In front of 
the British or in front of the Northern Warlords, you could act like a spoiled 
child and would not give out any money. But under the direct threat of 
revolutionary violence and the dictatorship of the proletariat, it was 
impossible for you to keep any money. For the proletariat who tried to 
squeeze the money out of you, the procedure to hang you up a street light 
was much simpler and more effective than that of the British Empire and 
the Northern Government. 


Under such red terror, the communists got more gold bars and silver 
dollars in a few days than what Zhang Zuolin and Yang Yu-ting could get in 
Jiangsu and Shanghai for a full year. To be honest, if Comrade Zhang 
Zuolin and Comrade Zhang Zongchang could use the same method to earn 
enough money from Shanghai, I think Sun Chuanfang could hardly use a 
Taihu Lake autumn squad to drive away Yang Yu-ting. The number of the 
rascals, proletarians, gangsters and armed workers that Zhou Enlai and the 
Communist International could mobilize at the time were probably between 


30,000 and 50,000; However, after controlling Shanghai and obtaining the 
silver dollars obtained from the capitalists by using street lights to hang 
some of them, their so-called workers' arms have expanded to hundreds of 
thousands within a few weeks. Before 1966, Shanghai had never had such 
large-scale worker arms. The Chiang Kai-shek armed forces brought into 
Shanghai: The actual armed forces stationed in Shanghai actually had only 
more than 10,000 troops; The number of armed forces stationed in the 
entire Shanghai area was only more than 30,000 troops. And among these 
30,000 troops, a large part of them were people of the Gui clique and did 
not listen to Chiang Kai-shek's orders. Therefore, Zhou Enlai had reason to 
believe that Chiang Kai-shek could be defeated. 


However, he overestimated the fighting power of his rogue proletarians. 
When these people fought, they did not play as well as the regular army. 
Although the regular army was small, they were more disciplined and 
united. The rogue proletarians were more active when they hanged 
bourgeoisie up to the street lights, they showed a kind of quickness and 
enthusiasm to flee in disorder when they were supposed to charge. In 
Chinese Communist party history, Yang Hu and Chiang Kai-shek’s troops 
used machine-gun to fire at the parade and demonstration people. The truth 
and reliability of this record were like the record of the Shaki massacre. It is 
said that the British police slaughtered unarmed people. In fact, these so- 
called unarmed masses were the armed workers who were at least seven or 
eight times bigger in number than the National Revolutionary Army. We 
must note that most of the armed workers in the industry were not actually 
working workers, but were those Green Gang comrades and gangsters 
organized by Li Lisan and Gu Shunzhang. After they had put on their red 
armbands, got guns and silver coins, they felt that they were very strong. 
However, they did not have the experience of playing regular warfare and 
did not have coordination and long-term perseverance. Whenever there was 
a conflict, as long as dozens of people in the first row were bloodstained, 
the rest of them would disperse and drop their weapons on the spot. Then, 
with their knowledge of Shanghai's geography, they quickly disappeared 
into the alleyways of Shanghai, and the chasing army could never find 
them. 


After the tragic and humiliating defeat of the revolutionary forces in 
Shanghai, the Communist International had a very severe review. It is 
interesting to compare the styles of these reviews. At the lower level, 1.e., at 
the Zhou Enlai’s level, the argument was more metaphysical. They were 
discussing the question of whether the rogue proletarians could be trusted 
and what Engels' classic exposition of the rogue proletariat was; The Soviet 
Union's considerations at that time were much more technical. They were 
considering which direction the future work should go in. Their conclusion 
was that the military movement should be strengthened in the future, that is 
to say, they should recruit the veterans of the National Revolutionary Army 
who had received formal training and had fought in the wars. They should 
win over the intact forces of them as a substitute for the rogue proletarians 
who had proved to be hopeless. The result of this policy was the famous 
Nanchang Uprising on | August. 


In the name of the Revolutionary Committee of the Chinese 
Kuomintang, the Nanchang Uprising on August Ist actually pulled over a 
large part of Zhang Fakui's Guangdong army. The Kuomintang was in the 
split situation at that time, like the Guangdong army, the part of Zhang 
Fakui wanted to break away from Chiang Kai-shek. They felt that 
Cantonese people were their fellow townsmen. Besides, they had the same 
thought that Shi Dakai had. When Shi Dakai saw Hong Xiuquan and Yang 
Xiuqing beating each other up, he felt they were very uninteresting and they 
completely deserted the original intention of taking part in the revolution, 
and that the atmosphere of idealism in Guangzhou was very good in those 
old days. He hoped to go back to the past. So they went south and wanted to 
return to Guangzhou. Through the ubiquitous comrade Zhou Enlai's proper 
operation, the troops marched south suddenly occupied the city of 
Nanchang, changing their marching route halfway and causing Zhang Fakui 
to fall into a two-sided situation: On the one hand, in the eyes of Chiang 
Kai-shek and the mainstream of the Kuomintang, he was already a deserter. 
The Northern Expedition was not over yet. Dear Comrade Zhang 
Zongchang and Comrade Sun Chuanfang were still fighting against the 
National Army in Hukou, but you Zhang Fakui thought of returning to your 
hometown. On the other hand, you Zhang Fakui were not even able to 
return to your hometown and your army mutinied and drove you out. Your 
face was too much lost. 


Zhu De's first batch of the Workers and Peasants Red Army was the 
product of this united front work. At the same time, his army was a 
relatively rare formally trained force among later Communist forces. Later 
in the 1930s, when Mao recruited troops on the border of Hunan and 
Jiangxi, he could not get such high-quality soldiers. The method he adopted 
was to use the local contradiction between the natives and the Hakkas in 
Jiangxi and Hunan provinces. He armed the Hakkas to combat the native 
people who outnumbered the Hakkas. In the past political struggles, the 
Hakkas were generally in a disadvantaged position. They always felt 
oppressed, so Mao liberated these oppressed people and made them serve as 
the backbone of the Red Army. He then incorporated some bandits and 
gangs such as Wang Zuo and Yuan Wencai to constitute the backbone. This 
practice caused dissatisfaction among Soviet representatives, who, in a 
report to the Communist International after 1928, considered Mao Zedong's 
army to be semi-bandits and had no ability to pay the troops or find bases at 
all. They reported that Mao Zedong's army caused great nuisance to 
peasants, resulting in a large number of peasants to seek refuge in the white 
army. However, Mao Zedong himself did not care. He said that we must 
recruit rogue proletarians and recruit more of them because it turned out 
that only the vagrants and proletarians were brave combatants. 


At this stage, Mao Zedong began to show his heterogeneity in the party. 
Because the Communist Party at that time was still under the tight control 
of the Far East Bureau, Zhou Enlai, Kangsheng, Chen Geng, and other 
forces all had to be recognized by the Soviet Union and financed by the 
Soviet Union before their work could be formally carried out. At this time, 
the breakup between the Communist Party and the Kuomintang was 
actually a major setback in Soviet diplomacy, which meant that the Soviet’s 
puppet had already been torn apart before it had played its full role. The 
Kuomintang was supposed to complete its mission of the Northern 
Expedition first then to be slowly replaced by the communist party within 
the later 20 years. This was a reasonable pace. But the Communist Party 
exposed itself so early that it sent itself to the remote areas, and the 
Kuomintang gained Shanghai and southeast coastal areas. 


The effect on the Kuomintang was: first, to strengthen the status of 
Chiang Kai-shek, because he got the most money from Shanghai. It was 
hard to support enough troops if you don't have enough money to buy 
weapons to compete with others. The second is that it reinforced Chiang 
Kai-shek's gambler personality. According to Chiang Kai-shek's self- 
evaluation in his diary, he was the person who liked to use desperate 
measures and often won. However, he also often lost. After this great 
victory, he continued to use this practice before and after the War of 
Resistance against Japan. The effect of this approach is predictable. If you 
see that an individual has a gambler character, you can accurately predict 
his fate before he collapses, because as long as he follows this lifestyle, he 
will inevitably deserve the result of a gambler, that is, he will win a series of 
spectacular partial victories, but in the end he will be wiped out in a terrible 
defeat. 


From the perspective of the situation at that time, Chiang Kai-shek’s 
national government was actually a thing that should not have existed, 
because even though it had obtained Shanghai, implemented semi- 
nationalization of banks and important enterprises through Soong Tse-wen’s 
(T.V. Soong) financial reform and established the resource committee, its 
financial foundation was still very poor. At the very beginning, the national 
government’s fiscal revenue totaled only tens of millions of silver dollars. 
On the eve of the War of Resistance against Japan, that is, after the so- 
called golden decade, it could only reach a maximum of 400 million silver 
dollars. However, the Soviets gave 80 million silver dollars each year to 
support Feng Yuxiang’s army merely. Through Shanghai, Indochina and 
Hongkong, the Soviets also supported the armies in all parts of southern 
China, Guangdong and Guangxi. They supported the Kuomintang 
reorganization group led by Wang Jingwei, other various factions of the 
Kuomintang and the generals of the Northwest Army including Ji 
Hongchang. This was a huge expense. We must, of course, be fair to say 
that the Communists got only a small share of these expenses, and it was a 
small portion compared to what Feng Yuxiang had got. Before the outbreak 
of the Anti-Japanese War, the Communist Party only received tens of 
thousands of silver dollars each year. At most, it only received a few million 
silver dollars. In other words, the money they received was actually only 
one-tenth of that Feng Yuxiang had received. 


At that time, the distribution of the financial structure of China's legal 
territory was probably like this: about 2/3 to 3/4 of China's land was raised 
by the Soviet Union. The total expenditure is probably - there is no accurate 
statistics, you can only calculate according to Feng Yuxiang's proportion, 
because the general cost and the cost of weapons may be higher in the south 
and coastal areas - you can roughly estimate that: It cost the Soviet Union 
about 8 trillion silver dollars to maintain the so-called Kuomintang left 
warlords in about 2/3 of China's territory. Chiang Kai-shek relied on the 
customs revenues of Shanghai and Tianjin, as well as the salt tax and the 
unified taxation of the factories. He received tens of millions to hundreds of 
millions of silver dollars and ruled about one-fifth of China's land. 
Excluding the three-quarters and one-fifth of the rest of the territory 
mentioned above, most of the remaining were ruled by Zhang Xueliang 
(Chang Hsueh-liang the Young Marshal), leaving insignificant bits and 
pieces to be ruled by small warlords like Liu Xiang who was not worth 
mentioning. These small warlords used the earth guns used in the Betyang 
government and the late Qing dynasty. They were very happy to get the 
rifles that were eliminated in the First World War. The military expenses 
that a division commander could afford could not keep up with a battalion 
commander of Chiang Kai-shek in the southeast. Such as Liu Cunhou, who 
was also considered to be a big warlord in Sichuan, had more than 100,000 
regular troops. However, he did not have as many guns as Zhang Guotao's 
Red fourth Front Army. This was the basic pattern of China at that time. 
The western powers seemed to have recognized Chiang Kai-shek's 
government. However, the largest forces in the Asian continent actually 
were the Soviet-funded military forces; Moreover, Chiang Kai-shek’s allies 
in Kuomintang were not reliable; In addition, Zhang Xueliang was the nose 
of wax and did not know which side to take. The rest of the miscellaneous 
warlords were weak and insignificant. 


The development of China mainly depended on the reaction of the 
strong western powers. We can say that if the international situation were 
the same as before the First World War, the western powers would not wait 
until Chiang Kai-shek had engaged in April 12 purge, when the Northern 
Expedition entered Nanjing and began to kill expatriates. The powers would 
have acted like the Boxer Rebellion’s era. The army of the western powers 


will directly enter Dong Jiao Min Xiang and Nanjing to carry out armed 
protection for their expatriates. Any warlord who dared to confront the 
western powers would be crushed in a very short time. It was the same as 
the fate of Gangyi and the princelings. But at this time, the powers of the 
great powers had declined, and in particular, the only two emerging powers 
of Japan and the United States that were able to take direct action in the Far 
East adopted non-intervention policies. Shidehara Kijuro was in power at 
the time. He believed that there had been a lot of trouble between China and 
Japan because of Japan's excessive intervention in the past, and now when 
the National Revolutionary Army was on the Northern Expedition, the 
Japanese people should release goodwill and should not send troops to 
China during the period of Nanjing government. While Japan did not want 
to send troops, the United Kingdom did not want to send troops to China 
alone, so Chiang Kai-shek was able to find a way out. Had the powers been 
able to act collectively, Chiang Kai-shek would certainly be doomed. There 
was no suspense for the United States at all. The Americans were the main 
victims of the Nanjing incident; most of the dead expatriates were 
Americans including American diplomats. According to international law at 
that time, the United States could beat China. However, the United States 
believed that in order to safeguard President Wilson's sincere friendship 
with the Chinese people, the Americans had again and again rescued China 
from the Japanese and other imperialist powers because China could not 
defend itself. Americans had been nice to Chinese so for many years, they 
couldn’t do anything to hurt the Chinese people's feelings for this little 
thing. So the Marine Corps who secretly defended the embassy built 
sandbag walls. They were not allowed to go out. They couldn’t shoot at any 
Chinese people. It would be sufficient for them to withdraw into passive 
defense. 


Under the protection of such policies in Japan and the United States, the 
Northern Expedition of the National Revolutionary Army succeeded. After 
the success, the United States took the lead to return the treaty privilege 
stipulated in the treaties so most of the powers followed suit. The most 
important thing was regarding customs rights because it was about money. 
The Kuomintang was a bit like a government after it got the customs. 
Before that, their so-called revolutionary army did not have a fixed tax 
source. They depended on local capitalists and brokers to provide 


temporary support which was impossible to maintain the army for a long 
time. This has caused serious dissatisfaction in Japan, where the 
constitutional structure was inherently unstable, and the domestic 
contradiction between the pan-Asian and the international conciliators was 
long-standing. Around the Revolution of 1911 when China was ruled by the 
Betyang Government, Japan was largely in the hands of the international 
conciliators’ group controlled by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The main 
point of view of this group was that since Japanese had joined the 
international system through the Anglo-Japanese alliance and various 
international agreements, it was like that Japanese had moved from a top 
student to a regional branch manager. Such a promising future must be 
cherished. We could not mess with the western powers. The western powers 
said that we must maintain the order of the Far East, and we should be 
obedient in maintaining order in the Far East. Everything should be handled 
according to the treaty. In the event of treaty violation, the basic principle of 
solution through international coordination was to return to the treaty 
system. Shidehara Kijuro was the prime representative of this group. 


According to Hu Shi, this was a period in Japan when Japanese believed 
in a harmless hegemony. They did not make full use of their power. If they 
made full use of their power, he would have had many opportunities to cut 
Northeast China out from China. For example, when the Qing emperor 
abdicated, Zhang Zuolin wanted to welcome the emperor back to his 
hometown of Guandong. The revolutionary party wanted 18 provinces, but 
Manchuria was at least loyal to the emperor of the Qing Dynasty. At this 
time, Japan could obtain Northeastern China just with a little effort. 
However, they followed the principle of collective action by the powers. 
The opportunities appeared again at the fall of Yuan Shikai and at the time 
of the Northern Expedition for the third time. However, each time the 
people in power were the internationalist coordinators of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the Japanese gave up their chances and decided to 
safeguard China’s territorial sovereignty and unity. This became one of their 
main charges after their downfall. The pan-Asianists rebuked the 
internationalist coordinators of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “Everything 
was ruined in your hands. If you made a quick decision to bring the 
Mukden Incident 10 or 20 years ahead of schedule, there would be no 
strong resistance from either China or the western powers, you missed the 


best time so the Japanese are harmed. So when we finally overthrow your 
power, we must put ten thousand feet on you so that you have no chance to 
rise again.” Of course, what they said was definitely not the same, but you 
can understand their anger. 


Pan-Asianists were mainly civil idealists and military personnel of 
Japanese Corps. They were a group of adventurers and explorers. They also 
included a large number of soldiers, such as Toyomo Mitsuru and Tsuyoshi 
Inukai. It can be said that the Kuomintang was supported by the pan- 
Asianists. If you followed the advice of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
then whether the Kuomintang could overthrow Daqing was _ very 
problematic. When Sun Yat-sen was desperate for revolutionary 
fundraising, it was the Black Dragon Society that gave him money, and the 
Japanese ronins gave him bodyguards. When Kang Youwei wanted to 
assassinate him, it was the Japanese ronins who saved him; when the Qing 
Dynasty wanted to capture him, it was the Japanese ronins who protected 
him. Japan’s pan-Asian activists supported Sun Yat-sen’s alliance and 
revolutionary party, just like mothers treat their children with a tit and sip to 
raise him. If there was no Black Dragon Society and the Japanese rightists, 
the Kuomintang has already starved to death many times and Sun Yat-sen 
would be thrown into some underground passage in America by the triad or 
the mafia. 


From their point of view, the Kuomintang defectively betrayed them 
and turned to the Soviet Union. The aim of the Black Dragon Society was 
originally to liberate Asia's brothers. Japan was a big brother and had 
liberated himself for the first time in Asia. Now he was going to liberate his 
poor brothers on the Asian continent with a spirit of idealism. The 
Kuomintang was their youngest brother. They should unite to drive the 
Russians to the north of Heilongjiang and push the cause of liberation of 
Asia further. But the Kuomintang sought help from the Soviet Union and 
turned against Japan. This betrayal could no longer be overbearing. But 
even under such circumstances, the Japanese government was still 
extremely cold-blooded and extremely irresponsibly pushed forward its 
international coordination policy, remembering his set of “international 
treaty is sacred and inviolable, and the territory of the Republic of China is 
sacred and inviolable. We must abide by international treaties, respect for 


China's territorial integrity." At the same time, the National Revolutionary 
Army has been advancing all the way, killing Japanese expatriates, 
recovering the concession, and undermining Japan’s treaty rights. The worst 
thing was that they now had a new method of invention in the Soviet Union, 
that is to say, they could use the mass movement to do things. If the Qing or 
Betyang officers or the government infringed or tore up the treaty, then the 
great powers could denounce them publicly for their crimes: “How can you 
sign the treaty if it does not count?” 


But if it is the revolutionary masses, like the Shaki Massacre, some 
Russian military officers led the revolutionary people with guns hidden 
under their clothes to besiege the British police. The British police were in 
the situation that the American and Israeli soldiers face in Iraq now. Are 
you going to fight or not? If you do not shoot them, those people must have 
used revolutionary violence to kill you. And then, like the Hankou British 
concession in Jiujiang, the concession you got was also taken back without 
difficulty. But what if you shoot them? That would be like the May 30th 
massacre and the situation of the Chinese Communists. If you shoot, I can 
guarantee that there would be a lot of leftist media clamping down: 
imperialism is repressing the defenseless civilian population again. But you 
can absolutely believe that the demonstrators that Hizbullah is arming are 
definitely not unarmed civilians, and if Israeli soldiers dare to let them in 
within ten meters of their own, they will die. You will die if you do not kill 
them first. The "defenseless" and "peace-loving" Muslims in Afghanistan 
will never be as cute as the Guardian's reporters say if the Afghan U.S. 
troops do not bring down those Muslims who are approaching. The 
revolutionary masses armed with Soviet military officers and 
representatives of the Kuomintang and the Communist Party would not 
hand them over once they enter the concession or enter Japanese 
companies. Even the safety of Japanese expatriates could not be guaranteed. 


Like the Jinan massacre, soldiers and mobs of the National Army killed 
Japanese expatriates and raped Japanese women in large numbers, leaving 
many photographs. The reason why these photographs were kept was due to 
the fact that the textbook editors of China, in order to prove that the Nanjing 
Massacre was a Japanese crime, took these photos out and put them into the 
history textbooks of middle schools, announcing that these were Chinese 


killed by the Japanese and used it as an indictment of Japanese crimes. But 
the problem is that these photos were posted in Japanese newspapers, and 
those newspapers, unfortunately, were not completely burned by the 
American bombers, so this became a big joke of the Far East historians in 
the 21st century. 


Although Shidehara Kijuro and Prime Minister Ruohong could 
temporarily maintain their power, their power base was clearly weakened, 
especially after Zhang Xueliang decided to submit himself to Chiang Kai- 
shek. Although Chinese textbook says that the submission of Zhang 
Xueliang to Chiang Kai-shek was a great unity of the Chinese reactionary 
forces. From the perspective of Japan, this meant that the Asian continent 
was completely red-out (controlled by communists). From his point of 
view, the dispute between the Kuomintang and Chiang Kai-shek was 
virtually the same as the dispute between Hezbollah and Hamas. If you ask 
Israel, “Hezbollah has defeated Hamas. Is it a major victory against the 
reactionary forces so that Israel can safely sleep in the future?” Israel would 
surely say what the heck, these two are our enemies, and they are both 
Islamic extremists, the fifth column. From the point of view of Japan, the 
Kuomintang’s overthrow of the Communist Party was of no benefit to the 
Japanese, which is like that Hamas overthrew Fatah, Arafat was gone, and 
there was no benefit for the Japanese. The Kuomintang was the same as the 
Communist Party. It was also a hideout filled with Soviet spies. Soong 
Chingling, the Kuomintang's first lady, was the number one communist spy 
in China at that time, not to mention the rest. The entire North West Army 
stationed in North China always depended on the Soviets for support. Like 
Zhang Kexia, he joined Comintern a little earlier than Zhou Enlai, and was 
older and more trusted. Like Qu Qiubai, he joined the Russian Communist 
Party first, then the Chinese Communist Party. People like Yu Qiaging were 
Russian Communists, but they never join Chinese Communists. Zhang 
Xueliang tried to join the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. After being 
refused by Stalin, he joined the Chinese Communist Party when he was 
desperate. This was the basic political pattern of the time. 


You can imagine that in this case Japan could not believe in Chiang Kai- 
shek. The negotiations Japan had with Chiang Kai-shek all included the 
request for joint anti-Communists, but Chiang Kai-shek had never accepted 


it. According to our history textbooks, this proved how reactionary Chiang 
Kai-shek was and he was an accomplice to fascism. In fact, the opposite 
was true. The reason why Japan mentioned these conditions was because he 
did not trust Chiang Kai-shek. He knew that there were countless 
communist party members around Chiang Kai-shek, and he saw that Chiang 
Kai-shek had no intention to purge them. They doubted Chiang Kai-shek’s 
own position. What Japan meant was that it is possible for you to cooperate 
with me; you must first purge the communist party members around you 
and inside the Kuomintang so that I can rest assured of cooperating with 
you. However, Chiang Kai-shek did not do it every time. And this cannot be 
interpreted as being blinded. From the process how Chiang Kai-shek and 
Song Ziwen organized the bureau of investigation and statistics of the 
military council, you can see that KMT security officer, Xu Enzeng 
definitely knew the relationship between Qian Zhuangfei and_ the 
Communist International. However, he still uses these people because 
according to the Kuomintang's ideas at the time, he still considered himself 
an anti-imperialist anti-warlord political party. His main enemies were 
Zhang Zuolin and the British imperialism. Although the Communist Party 
was also his enemy, in his view, it was still the object of cooperation at that 
stage. This point is not unsurprising. Like Kemal, Turkey's founding father, 
he was also united with the Soviet Union to deal with British-French 
imperialism. However, when it was time, he also engaged in a Turkish-style 
purge to expel the Soviets. In turn, it signed an affiliate treaty with Britain 
and France in 1939. 


If Chiang Kai-shek would do the same, he wouldn't necessarily lose 
mainland China. But his estimate of the first phase was too long. He 
believed that imperialism was still the main enemy at this stage. A few 
capable Communist members were not dangerous to use as long as they 
were not beyond his control. At least we must work together to drive 
imperialism out of China and complete China’s unification. In the future, I 
will come after the Communist Party. He must have also thought of a plan 
like that of Kemal, because the Kuomintang in the 1920s and the 1930s 
openly took Turkey as its own master and openly advocated reforming 
China according to Turkey's route. It is obvious that the reform strategy was 
to calculate the Soviet Union just as the Soviet Union calculated him. The 
Soviet Union wanted to use the Kuomintang to bring the Communist Party 


in, and then they would kick the Kuomintang out after China became 
completely communist. In fact, the Kuomintang would also like to use the 
strength of the Soviet Union and the Communist Party to drive imperialism 
out of China, and when he unified China, he would follow the example of 
Kemal and do away with the Soviet Union and the Communist Party. This 
depended on who was the most vicious and who had the best strategy. 


Before the War of Resistance against Japan, Chiang Kai-shek had 
reason to believe that he was able to achieve success one way or another. In 
the 1920s and 1930s when the bureau of investigation and statistics of the 
military council was formed, its main purpose was not to deal with 
Communists. In this respect, the material related to the Communist Party 
material was not credible. You can see from the tasks that Xu Enzeng had 
arranged at the time that when the bureau of investigation and statistics of 
the military council was initially established, the first major enemies were 
the imperialists in the concessions and the Northeast where the Kuomintang 
could not control. At the time, the Northeast was under the control of the 
generation of Zhang Zuolin, and Zhang Xueliang had not yet changed his 
position. The main purpose of the Northern Expedition was to suppress the 
Northeastern Army in the Northeast and the imperialists in Shanghai. The 
Kuomintang did not have the power to enter these two places directly. The 
only way to go was to take the way they learned from the Soviet masters: 
send secret police and send subversives to secretly sneak in. However, the 
Kuomintang did not have enough talents in this respect. Who was the best 
at underground activities? Who can there be but the communists? While 
any Communist Party member who openly admitted to his identity was 
likely to be killed, people like Qian Zhuangfei who was good at infiltrating 
activities were rare. Without Qiang Zhuangfei, the vaunted bureau of 
investigation and statistics of the military council might not have made its 
way to the northeast at all. If it could not enter the Northeast and approach 
Zhang Xueliang at the time, it would be questionable whether the Zhang 
Xueliang would have changed his flag and joined Chiang Kai-shek. 


Although the Kuomintang and the Communist Party beat each up in the 
south, they were completely in the same position in dealing with the elderly 
in the Northeastern Army. Had it not been for a series of activities they have 
plotted within the armed forces, Zhang Xueliang and the newcomers around 


him would probably have been killed like Guo Songling by old-school 
generals. Zhang Xueliang was able to win. After the victory, he could 
unusually change his policies in the entire domestic and foreign struggles, 
replacing his old generals with his new generals. He lost his Northeast base 
as a result. These were all related with Qian Zhuangfei and Xu Enzeng who 
were in charge of the northeast project. This has so far been a major blind 
spot in history. The reason is simple, Both the Kuomintang and Chinese 
Communist Party do not want to expose it. The part of the Communist 
Party splitting up the Kuomintang is bound to be exposed. But the problem 
in this area happens to be the way the Kuomintang and the Communist 
Party plotted against Zhang Xueliang together. So neither of them are 
willing to expose it. However, the traces in this area are really too obvious. 
Zhang Zuolin did not want to turn hostile to the Soviet Union at first. He 
wanted to maintain the same relationship with the Soviet Union under the 
Fengtian-Russian Treaty. But in the end, Zhang Zuolin had to turn hostile to 
the Soviet Union, because the Soviet Union kept on following their usual 
practice in carrying out the defection inciting work within the Northeast 
Army, placing their own people among the generals of the Northeast Army 
through the media such as the Middle East Road Weekly, the Belarusian 
Diaspora, and so on. Military power is the lifeblood of Zhang Zuolin. If the 
Soviet Union was allowed to do so for such a long time, the Northeast 
Army would become a branch of the Red Army in twenty years' time, so 
Zhang Zuolin had to turn against the Soviet Union and kill people. 


After killing Li Dazhao and some others, Zhang Zuolin negotiated with 
the Soviet Union again, the content of the negotiations was also very 
interesting. His most important claim was not a territorial claim, not a 
dispute over the Middle East Road, not a financial requirement, nor a white 
Russian claim. He was very willing to sacrifice Belarus. His main demand 
is as follows. He insisted that the Soviet Union put an end to the defection 
inciting work. If this could not be done, any negotiation was useless. 
Without the army, he Zhang Zuolin was nothing. Although Zhang Zuolin 
himself was very successful in cleaning up communists, this matter was 
completely broken in the hands of his son Zhang Xueliang. The bad thing 
was that there had always been cracks between the old and the new factions 
in the Northeast Army. The old ones, led by Yang Yu-ting, were loyal to 
Zhang Zuolin, and the new ones were represented by Zhang Xueliang and 


Guo Songling who felt that the old generation of Northeast Army generals 
was too corny and stereotyped. They had seen a great world in Peiping. The 
young people were more capable of handling affairs than the old people. 
They hoped to embrace Zhang Xueliang and do something great. Guo 
Songling’s mutiny was actually a rehearsal of the September 18 Incident. 
Guo Songling is almost the embodiment of Zhang Xueliang, he was able to 
mobilize a lot of troops, because it was given to him by Zhang Xueliang. 
But Zhang Zuolin was Zhang Xueliang’s father. He could kill Guo 
Songling, but could not deal with Zhang Xueliang, and finally he had to 
leave his world to Zhang Xueliang. Later Zhang Xueliang succeeded in 
killing those people such as Yang Yuting, which in fact was equivalent to 
Guo Songling winning the victory after his death. Once Zhang Xueliang 
won the victory, he did something that Guo Songling intended to do. He 
reorganized the Northeast Army into the Northeast National Army, palled 
around with Feng Yuxiang, stood on the side of the Soviet Union and the 
Kuomintang, and destroyed the old forces. Once Zhang Xueliang had 
destroyed the old forces in the Northeast Army, he immediately joined 
forces with Chiang Kai-shek. He led his troops into the Central Plains, 
joined the National Revolutionary Army, and implemented a 
comprehensive change of the Northeast. This meant the collapse of Japan's 
treaty rights in the Far East. 


From the domestic perspective of Japan, this was proof of the complete 
bankruptcy of Shidehara Kijuro’s diplomacy. No matter how kind you were 
to the Chinese, they would not keep their word. They would kick you out of 
Manchuria anyway. If they were driven out of the Mainland China, the 
Japanese would not care. But if they were driven out of Manchuria, the 
Japanese would absolutely not tolerate it. From the perspective of the 
Japanese: First, Manchuria was not China at all. Manchu and Mongolia had 
always been the enemies of China. When Wang Jingwei and Sun Yat-sen 
and Zhang Taiyan were engaged in a revolution in Tokyo, they begged the 
Japanese government every day to ask the Japanese to liberate them 
because we, the Chinese people, were descendants of the Song and Ming 
peoples. Like the North Koreans, you Japanese were brothers to us. We had 
been bullied by Manchus and Mongols for so many years; we had no choice 
but to look for you Japanese to send troops to save us. This propaganda was 
still vivid to the Japanese. Now that your Kuomintang began to say that the 


Northeast and Mongolia were an inseparable part of China since ancient 
times, they can't possibly imagine how Sun Yat-sen begged for help at the 
time of the Revolution of 1911, as long as the Japanese were willing to give 
him only a few million yen in aid to meet his urgent needs, he was willing 
to give the whole northeast to Japan. 


What was even more important, Zhang Xueliang nominally brought in 
the Kuomintang, he actually brought in the Soviet Union. Not only in the 
northeast but also throughout North China, the Kuomintang organizations 
were established later than the Communist Party. In South China, the 
Communist Party had to expand its forces by parasitizing the Kuomintang, 
but in North China, it was just the opposite. If we examine the history of the 
Kuomintang, we can find that the Kuomintang organizations in North China 
were established with the help of the Communist Party. Before the 
Communist Party helped the Kuomintang establish its organizations, apart 
from the major cities in Beijing and Tianjin, the Kuomintang did not have a 
party member in the vast majority of North China. The Kuomintang had its 
organizations in North China because of the merits of the Communist Party, 
and the situation was the same in the Northeast. In the northeast, the 
Kuomintang established the Kuomintang party branches by means of the 
infiltration of underground Party organizations. To be honest, among the 
Kuomintang members who were willing to do underground work, seven out 
of ten were underground members of the Communist Party. Few of the 
followers of the Three People's Principles were willing to leave Nanjing and 
Shanghai to go to the frontline or the tough places to shed their blood and 
lost their lives. You would highly doubt whether those who were willing to 
go to the front line of the warlords or join the gangs to spread the party’s 
doctrines with their preaching zeal were underground members of the 
Communist Party. The communist party organization in the northeast, as 
mentioned above, was founded by our dear Comrade Qian Zhuangfei, 
Comrade Zhou Enlai’s old comrade-in-arms. So it is needless to say what 
kind of direction Zhang Xueliang’s national diplomacy in Northeast China 
would follow. 


It is hard to say if Chiang Kai-shek was fooled by them, but certainly 
the Japanese could not be fooled. The Japanese understood the situation in 
China and knew better than anyone else. In the Nanjing incident of March 


23-26 1927, the foreign media newspapers reported that the National 
Revolutionary Army killed foreign residents and the masses opposed 
everything foreign. However, the report of Japan’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs had listed the names, addresses, and funding sources of each 
representative of the Communist International in Nanjing, like a specific 
military attaché of the Soviet Embassy in China issued instructions ordered 
the Communist Party representatives in Nanjing on a specific day of a 
specific year to shoot some foreign residents at a specific time. Then, they 
put the blame on the National Revolutionary Army through public opinion 
guidance. This caused the inevitable conflict between Chiang Kai-shek, the 
Kuomintang, and the western powers. In the 1920s, in less than a year, the 
Japanese had all known about these materials, which the Western powers 
did not know, nor the Kuomintang. From Japan’s point of view, the foreign 
minister Shidehara Kijuro learned all these apparently subversive materials 
but still adopted palliative indulgence policies. It was unforgivable and 
extremely disloyal to the interests of the Japan Empire. Now this trick was 
being staged again in the Northeast. Although the Kuomintang might be 
concealed, the westerners might not know it, and the outsiders did not know 
it, Japan's intelligence organizations in the Northeast had been operating for 
many years and they were wily. They could even check things out in 
Nanjing. It is impossible for them not to find out what Qian Zhuangfei and 
others were doing in the Northeast or not to know that Zhang Xueliang was 
complacent to come up with a great host of the Northeast China Diplomatic 
Association. It is no longer a great secret now. The name of this great host 
is the communist double agent Yan Baohang. As long as you know this 
name, I think the extra explanation is unnecessary. We should all be clear 
about what the policies of the Kuomintang and Zhang Xueliang would be 
like in the Northeast in the early 1930s, what kind of results would be 
achieved, and what Chiang Kai-shek did not know. 


In this case, you can easily understand why the September 18th Incident 
would happen. The September 18th Incident served two purposes. It 
expelled out the foreign minister Shidehara Kijuro Prime Minister 
Wakatsuki Reiiro, and other unreliable foreign ministry officials who did 
not dare to venture. From the Japanese point of view, this was a matter of 
remedying the fate. Before the communist revolution infiltrated into China, 
Japanese should take the opportunity to do so decisively. Now that it was an 


era of deep affliction and illness by using Bian Que’s words, you must make 
a prompt decision or the East Asia would be finished. When Manchukuo 
was established at the time, there was a mantra that only Japan could 
prevent the communism from going south. Without Japan, the entire East 
Asian continent would have to be completely red-out. Even the Americans 
did not believe this mantra. Later when the Americans financed Chiang 
Kai-shek, they still absolutely did not believe it. But after the fall of Chiang 
Kai-shek, history suggested that Japan was right, at least in this respect. Of 
course, the Japanese did so also for selfish purposes of imperialist 
expansion. But you have to note that the most discerning person is the 
selfish person, because the masses on the outside cannot have such an 
interest in understanding the specific situation, because it has nothing to do 
with him, and he will not lose a dime of money. Why should he try to find 
out about this matter? Only stakeholders have the sharpest eyes and the 
most acute sense of smell. The Japanese were more proactive than 
Americans in this regard. The reason is simple. The Americans had no 
interests in the northeast. They only chanted abstract slogans, like “defeat 
imperialism and communism”, “freedom and democracy”, or “no 
communism nor colonialism”. Because they did not have specific interests 
in the northeast, they did not want to know anything related to it. But the 
Japanese had specific interests; they must understand the specific situation. 
So what they knew was the clearest. 


The September 18th Incident was a turning point. Before the September 
18 incident, the East Asian international system was clearly falling apart, 
and the main spoilers were the Soviet Union and the Kuomintang: The first 
spoiler was the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union had the greatest ambition, 
they wanted to have it all, and their infiltration covered the whole of East 
Asia; The Kuomintang's ambition was relatively smaller. He would be 
satisfied if he tore up the treaties signed by the Beltyang government, 
reunited China's mainland with the areas of Manchuria and Mongolia, and 
establish a new China that was not affected by imperialism. But this point 
must sacrifice all the treaties signed by the late Qing Dynasty and the early 
Republic of China. The Japanese followed the British ass during the entire 
1920s and adopted the policy of maintaining the treaties. This was mainly 
due to the inertia of diplomats: Before the First World War, Japan was able 
to succeed in diplomacy mainly because Japan followed Britain through 


the Anglo-Japanese Alliance. After the First World War, when the forces of 
the British Empire continued to decline and the British continued to retreat, 
they still followed the British in accordance with their past habits. As a 
result, they missed their best opportunity to interfere in the Asian continent. 


From Japan’s point of view, it was a good thing that the riots of the 
young soldiers had driven away the bureaucrats of these old, swooning, 
selfish foreign ministries. If these bureaucrats were allowed to continue 
their mischief, then if the British were willing to die, would you also die 
with him? The British were willing to hand over the whole of China to the 
communists, and were you willing to do the same? After the British hand 
over East Asia, they could go back to Europe. Where could the Japanese 
go? Could there be a Japanese position after the whole Asian continent had 
become red-out? In any case, regardless of the purpose of the imperialists or 
the purpose of opposing the Soviet Union and communism, the Japanese 
must strengthen their interference in the Asian continent. This is the real 
background of the September 18th Incident. The long-term consequence of 
the September 18th Incident was that the Japanese completely broke the 
Kuomiuntang's attempt to restore the Qing Empire's territory without paying 
any price. Facts have proved that breaking the treaty system is fine, but it 
must still be replaced with blood. The Northeast was something that the 
Japanese exchanged for in blood during the Japanese-Russian War. The 
Qing dynasty was a hitchhiker. After the Japanese defeated the Russians, 
they gave it back to The Qing dynasty free of charge. So The Qing dynasty 
only had a nominal sovereignty in the Northeast. In fact, all power lied in 
the hands of the Japanese. If you want to turn your nominal power into a 
real power, you still need to pay for it with lives and blood. There's no such 
thing as a free lunch in the world. 


The defeat of the Kuomintang was the victory of the Soviet Union. In 
the middle of the process of the collapse of the East Asian Treaty System, 
the old ones, such as Wu Pei-fu and the like that upheld the treaty, gradually 
collapsed. Their land and interests were divided by the three treaty breakers. 
The three treaty breakers were just mentioned: the Soviet Union and the 
Soviet Union-affiliated Communist Party, the Kuomintang and his Greater 
Chinese nationalist forces, and the Japanese. In the future, these three treaty 
breakers would have to fight against each other in East Asia after the early 


1930s. After being hit hard, the Kuomintang found that they were 
completely untenable, so they moved step by step towards the policy of 
uniting the Soviet Union against Japan. Chiang Kai-shek, like Sun Yat-sen, 
initially sought the support of Western powers, but they also clearly found 
that since the interests of the great powers in the Far East of Asia were not 
great, the great powers would become increasingly reluctant to interfere in 
the Far East affairs. Zhang Xueliang traveled to Europe. After receiving 
serious rebuff in various countries, he finally discovered that he only had to 
return to the Soviet Union and applied to join the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union. Only the Soviet Union could drive Japan away and let him 
return to Manchuria. No other European country wanted to worry about 
East Asia at all, and they even planned to trade with the Japanese. 
Americans, though verbally denouncing Japan, were actually pursuing 
isolationist policies. Only the Soviet Union was able to condemn Japan not 
only verbally, but also with real gold, silver, and weapons. 


This discovery did not just belong to Zhang Xueliang. Although Chiang 
Kai-shek harshly accused Zhang Xueliang of betraying him, he actually 
repeated the same policy at a higher level and on a larger scale. The reason 
he didn't kill all the Red Army in Jiangxi was that he wanted to keep a 
salute when he joined the Soviet Union against Japan in the future. Even 
Chen Cheng and Li Zongren noted that Chiang Kai-shek’s military 
deployment was very strange at the time to suppress the Jiangxi Communist 
Party in Jiangxi Province. It seemed to be an intention to leave an outlet to 
allow the Communist Party to run away. From Chiang Kai-shek's point of 
view, it would be beneficial to drive the Communist Party to the border 
zone near the Soviet Union and drive them out the southeast where was 
near the core of his forces. First, if the Communist Party arrived at places 
where Soviet and Japanese forces were intertwined and staggered, such as 
on the borders of Outer Mongolia, it was likely to cause conflicts between 
the Soviet Union and Japan. Chiang Kai-shek wanted the Soviet Union and 
Japan to fight against each other. Secondly, on the way the communist party 
arrived in the northwest, there were local warlords’ jurisdictions. After the 
local warlords were beaten by the communist party, Chiang Kai-shek could 
follow up and take these jurisdictions. If there was no such process of 
getting free jurisdictions, the national government would not be able to 
move to Chongqing in the future. Third, when he talked with Stalin in the 


future, he could make a deal with Stalin. You see, I did not kill all the 
Communist Party; I left some leeway for them. Moreover, if Stalin was 
willing to support my resistance against Japan, I could cede to him the most 
impoverished and backward Northwest, which I did not really want myself, 
and hand it over to the Soviet Union, and the Soviet Union would help us to 
retake the Northeast from Japan. It seemed to him a good deal. It was on 
this basis that the War of Resistance against Japan began in 1937. 


From Japan's point of view, the Lugou Bridge incident (Lukouchiao 
Bridge or Marco Polo Bridge) was completely provoked by the Chinese 
side. Just as Chinese UN troops in Cambodia were attacked by the Khmer 
Rouge now. Unidentified armed men attacked the banks of the Chinese 
troops of the UN peacekeeping forces. The UN forces are making solemn 
representations to the Royal Government of Cambodia. In the above 
sentence, if China is replaced by Japan, it would be Japan's basic position 
after the Lugou Bridge Incident. The Japanese did not know who did this, 
but his men were attacked and he was losing face. He asked the Chinese 
side to provide an explanation. It was hard to say whether Chiang Kai-shek 
and Song Zheyuan knew this or not, but Comrades Zhang Kexia and Zhou 
Enlai must have know. The intelligence work of the Northwest Army had 
always been operated by them. However, even if Chiang Kai-shek did not 
know the truth, he still had great room for maneuver. He could repeat the 
Tanggu Agreement, especially when Song did not want to fight at all. Song 
Zheyuan’s position was that the Central Army was not allowed to enter 
Baoding. He also had a very good reason for not trusting Chiang Kai-shek. 
He knew that if the central army drove into your territory, whether it was to 
suppress bandits, or suppress the Communist Party, or fight in the Anti- 
Japanese War, no matter what signboard it was under, you could not drive 
them out again. The difficulty was as difficult as the Poles and Eastern 
European countries in driving out the Soviet Union's friendly aid force. So 
as long as he could handle it, he would not ask Chiang Kai-shek to help 
him. 


This position did not only belong to him personally. Comrade Yan 
Xishan (the Model Governor), a great anti-communist and a strong anti- 
Japanese hero, an old member of the Alliance, a hero of the Revolution of 
1911, was absolutely politically correct. The method he adopted was 


exactly the same. When the Communist Party attacked him, he also pleaded 
with Chiang Kai-shek. He did not plead with Chiang Kai-shek to rush to 
help him but pleaded with Chiang Kai-shek not to assist him. He was able 
to handle the Communist Party, but if the Kuomintang also came in, he did 
not know how to get the Kuomintang out. In this case, as long as Chiang 
Kai-shek was willing to adopt a policy of peace, then Song Zheyuan and the 
North-western Army could negotiate a second Tanggu Agreement with the 
Japanese easily. In this case, they could maintain the separatist status of 
North China and shut Chiang Kai-shek out. If they really fight against 
Japan, then they must become prisoners of the Central Army. This prospect 
was obvious. So even though the Lugou Bridge incident was created by our 
dear comrades Zhou Enlai and Zhang Kexia who set off a fire, and whether 
the fire could burn depended not on Comrade Zhou Enlai, but on Comrade 
Chiang Kai-shek. It was Chiang Kai-shek’s decision to burn it. It was also 
Chiang Kai-shek’s decision that the fire should not only be burned in North 
China but also burned in Shanghai. 


Shanghai was the focus of great powers. According to Chiang Kai- 
shek's wishful thinking, if he fought in North China, the powers might be as 
indifferent as before in the northeast. But in Shanghai, the powers should 
not be indifferent. If the powers intervened, he would be saved. As a result, 
he did not think that when his whole army was defeated in Shanghai for 
three months, the powers still did not intervene. Then the European war 
broke out. The big powers were unable to interfere in the situation in the 
Far East at all. This fatal misjudgment ruined the Kuomintang and 
consumed all of the assets it had accumulated during the 1930s. It can be 
said that after he committed this gambler-style mistake, Chiang Kai-shek 
had actually been “dead.” Afterward, everything he did was to live off his 
past gains and die. But you can't say that this conspiracy of the Soviet 
Union or the Communist Party showed their extraordinary cleverness. This 
was just a tentative action. As the Communist Party had done a lot of 
tentative actions in various parts of Asia and Africa. These tentative 
actions’ effect depended on how you deal with them. Whether you have the 
patience or not is the most important issue. In the same situation, Israelis 
generally have patience. 


Once the War of Resistance against Japan began, it produced two 
effects. First, in China, local warlords were now desperately destined to 
become captives of Chiang Kai-shek. No matter how diligent and cautious 
Yan Xishan was, he could not stop the Kuomintang and the Communist 
Party’s troops from entering Shanxi Province, where he had been able to 
guard for many years and specialized in building narrow-gauge railways. 
He had no choice but to choose between the Kuomintang and the 
Communist Party. In the end, he had no choice but to choose the 
Kuomintang. After all, he was a man of great merit of the 1911 Revolution, 
and the Communist Party succeeded in abducting many of his troops by 
sacrificing the National Salvation Association, so he had a profound hatred 
for the Communist Party. By comparison, Chiang Kai-shek might be 
relatively honest. But this pattern was a relatively small one. On a larger 
scale, just as Song Zheyuan and Yan Xishan became captives and human 
shields of Chiang Kai-shek, Chiang Kai-shek also became Stalin’s captive 
and human shield. Once the War of Resistance against Japan broke out, 
when the western powers were unable to interfere in the Far East, Chiang 
Kai-shek’s only hope and reliance were on the Soviet Union. As long as he 
was in alliance with the Soviet Union, he would inevitably have to take the 
so-called second Kuomintang-CPC cooperation. 


The second cooperation between the Kuomintang and the Communist 
Party means that the Kuomintang reopened the door for Comrade Zhou 
Enlai, and the representative office of the Eighth Route Army returned to 
Chongqing. After this cooperation, if it is said that the 1936 espionage was 
centered on the North-western Army and the Guangxi-Guangdong- 
Guangzhou Army, and then by 1946 the espionage had spread through 
every important department of the National Government, including almost 
all intelligence work. This was not a particular weakness of the 
Kuomintang, and we must admit that the bourgeoisie was less likely to 
engage in intelligence work. A spy needs a special mentality, it seems that it 
is not easy for the wealthy and respectable people to make themselves that 
way, and it takes a man of a humble family to do such a thing. Not only the 
Kuomintang was not good at spying, but also the United States had no 
intelligence services before World War II. According to Secretary Stimson's 
noble gentlemanly manifesto, if you were a gentleman, you would not want 
to steal other people's letters. But what would you do if someone else stole 


your letter? This gentleman did not put forward any solution. After the 
Pearl Harbor incident, he was very helpless to find that the American letters 
had been stolen long ago by others, so the strategic intelligence agency had 
to be established. 


The establishment of the Office of Strategic Services in the United 
States was very similar to the Kuomintang's establishment of its bureau of 
investigation and statistics of the military council. The similarity is that 
apart from the director, the first core staff and the best intelligence staffs 
were all underground party members. It is difficult to say that the 
Kuomintang was doomed because of the role played by the underground 
members of the Communist Party in Chongqing or because of the 
underground members in Washington. In terms of the pattern, I am afraid 
the latter played a greater role. Among them were some very important 
people, such as White, the then Treasury secretary of the United States. 
Chiang Kai-shek never knew why Roosevelt, Truman, and Marshall were 
so cruel to mock and abuse him. But if he knew how the Office of Strategic 
Services had been established and how the State Council was recruiting 
personnel for the united front in wartime, he might have had a different 
view. If he had known so much, he would never have dared to start a civil 
war in 1946. We must admit that although the Kuomintang described 
himself as very aggrieved, he was the first to start the 1946 civil war. The 
Communist Party only hoped that it would be able to seize a third of the 
land in the north, and the Kuomintang thought he could take it all. 


From this, you can see that the Kuomintang intelligence personnel 
actually did not provide Chiang Kai-shek with any valid true information, 
which probably had gone to Stalin and Mao Zedong. As you can see from 
Mao Zedong's high sense of pattern, he has accurately predicted that the 
post-war situation will be polarized after the Southern Anhui incident, and 
the Kuomintang would not wholeheartedly side with the United States. As 
long as the Communists wholeheartedly sided with the Soviet Union, he 
would win. How could he have such brilliant insights? This cannot be 
explained by Mao Zedong's personal cleverness, because Mao Zedong, 
though a little clever, was still very stupid when he predicted the 
international situation before 1936. According to his statement to Snow and 
Smedley, he thought that Mussolini was a very talented person, and Hitler 


was a non-obedient disciple of Mussolini and was like the head of silver- 
like wax. From later historical developments, this comment seems to have 
been reversed. As you can see, when Mao Zedong had no sources of 
intelligence, he judged the international situation mainly by guesswork. If 
his judgments of the situation in some places were very accurate, then we 
can reasonably guess that he must have obtained information that Chiang 
Kai-shek could not obtain. 


During the War of Resistance against Japan, the plans of the three 
parties were carried out in an orderly manner. From Japan's point of view, 
the Japanese had put forward the pan-Asian policy since the end of the Qing 
Dynasty. The pan-Asian policy had been long-suppressed but could finally 
be carried out now. This policy held that although Japan had implemented 
the Meiji Reform, this did not mean that Western culture was the most 
superior. Western culture was utilitarian and realistic, and it was all about 
interests but not morality. It was not superior to our noble Japanese culture. 
While we were now in the midst of a Meiji Restoration and Western 
international system, we must not forget that our ultimate goal was not only 
to liberate Japan but also to liberate all colored people. After the outbreak 
of the war, they finally shed all pretenses of cordiality. From their 
perspective, they have liberated China, and then they would soon eliminate 
the entire colonialism through the Pacific War and liberate Asia as a whole. 
Although Japan was smashed by the atomic bombs and surrendered, there 
had always been controversies between the defeat and the victory in Japan. 


The meaning of the defeat needs not be explained. The meaning of the 
victory is what I said just now, it 1s a surrender pro forma which did not 
matter. Since the Meiji Restoration, Japan had been aiming at liberating the 
colored people in Asia for a long time. They fought the Sino-Japanese War 
for this purpose, the Japanese-Russian War for this purpose, Chiang Kai- 
shek for this purpose, and the Pacific War for the same purpose. They 
eventually achieved his goal. They succeeded in eliminating European and 
Caucasian hegemony and colonialism. Whatever happens in the future, 
Asian people are finally liberated. Moreover, it is not impossible for Japan 
to restore its status as a leader in East Asia at an appropriate time in the 
future. This is very realistic. Because if you go to places like Malaysia and 
Indonesia, you can completely see that the core of the local leadership is the 


anti-colonial forces that were built up by the Japanese during World War II. 
The reason why Aung San Suu Kyi has the power is that her father, General 
Aung San, was working for the Japanese. 


One day, for example, under severely deteriorated Sino-Japanese 
relations, when the United States loosens Japan and the Japanese return to 
Southeast Asia, you can see that the Japanese’s sacrifice in the Second 
World War period is not really in vain. The seed sown in that year will 
indeed have a harvest in the future. From Japan's point of view, you cannot 
judge a hero by his momentary success or failure. The Pan-Asianists, from 
the perspective of Japan, were visionary and daring idealists. They were not 
like the professional bureaucrats and realists of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs who only stared at the small profits in front of them. They only saw 
the real interests but not ideal. We should not think that the Second World 
War is the end of history and history will not end at any time. From the 
perspective of pan-Asianism, this was a major achievement and they also 
paid a certain sacrifice. In the future, these sacrifices will still pay off. 


From the point of view of the Kuomintang, the Anti-Japanese War 
finally achieved the ultimate goal of completely abolishing the unequal 
treaties and retracted all the concessions, at least in terms of jurisprudence, 
and withdrew all the remaining territories except Mongolia. The dream that 
the Kuomintang had struggled for several decades was finally to be 
fulfilled. The revival of the new China was imminent. The future New 
China was no longer a very minor and very passive one in the middle of the 
treaty system. It was one of the world's four strongest players and 
juxtaposed with the great European countries in the top four of the world. 
For all these beautiful prospects, is it not worthwhile to take a little risk and 
pay a little sacrifice? 


From the perspective of the Soviet Union, the situation was certainly 
excellent. Now that the Kuomintang was already his captive, and the 
Kuomintang was in the position of the Czech President Benés, if you 
errantly engaged in a united front with the Communist Party to act as a 
puppet, then perhaps you could still be the president of the coalition 
government nominally for several years after the war, but sooner or later the 
coalition government would fall into the communists. Any bourgeois party 


could form a coalition government, but as long as there are communists in 
the coalition government, even if only one member of the Communist Party 
was in the coalition government, the coalition government had only two 
outcomes: either the bourgeois parties staged a coup and killed the 
Communist Party through McCarthyism; or the Communist Party launched 
a coup d’état, arrested and suppressed all the bourgeoisie, and realized the 
final transition from new democracy to socialism. The parties of the 
bourgeoisie can end up in a long-term joint and peaceful end, but as long as 
the communist is added in the coalition government, you can only choose 
between these two paths. 


From that time of the Anti-Japanese war onwards, the Kuomintang was 
almost dead. Chiang Kai-shek drove the communists out of the 
Kuomintang, fought a civil war, and was defeated by the communist party. 
Or, he would cooperate with the Communist Party to establish a Czech- 
Polish coalition government. In the end, he could also be excluded through 
peaceful evolution, and China would still adopt a more Eastern European 
approach. Instead of a violent revolution, it became a people's democracy 
through a brief upper-level coup, squeezing out the bourgeoisie who had 
initially been dictating like the leader of the far East Republic. This result 
was inevitable. As long as Japan, the only one capable of taking practical 
action on the continent, collapsed and Americans were reluctant to meddle 
deeply in the affairs of the continent, that outcome could not be avoided. 


If the Kuomintang were to fight, it would not be able to defeat the 
tripartite alliance of the Soviet Union, the DPRK, and Chinese Communist 
Party. This battle was impossible to fight: if the national army won the 
battle, then the Communists would retreat to Soviet-controlled Dalian and 
Kim II Sung's North Korea, where they would rest and be equipped with the 
new weapons provided by the Dalian Arsenal to fight back; The 
Kuomintang was defeated. It was a complete defeat. It never came back. 
How could you beat this kind of battle? And then the United States in 
Indochina was the same case: if the Americans had won the victory, then 
the Vietnamese Communist Party would calmly cross the border and 
withdraw to Laos and Cambodia. Then the Americans would chase in, and 
Prince Sihanouk would make a solemn protest. The whole world would 
condemn the criminal attempt of the US imperialist neocolonialism. Then 


the Communist Party set up a base in Cambodia, turned the Cambodian 
government into its own puppet, and then returned to Vietnam, while all 
international opinion seemed blind, and all the leftist newspapers seemed to 
take it for granted. If Americans lost, then it was defeat. If they won, it was 
not a victory. This battle was impossible to fight. Unless the Americans 
simply directly tore up the international law and completely took over 
Indochina. But the Americans were too decent to say so. So no matter how 
powerful the Americans were, they must lose. In the geopolitical situation 
of 1946, the Kuomintang would not be able to win in the Northeast in any 
case. The reason is just as Americans in South Vietnam had absolutely no 
way to win. You would win the battles in vain unless you listed North 
Korea, Mongolia, and the Far East part of the Soviet Union as battlefields. 


After the Japanese were defeated they gave all the industries they 
operated in the northeast to the Soviet Union and Communists. At that time, 
Manchukuo was the largest industrial producer in Asia. I seem to have 
mentioned many times in other places. When Japan was defeated and 
surrendered, the reserve grain left by the Japanese was a lot. The reserve 
grain left in the war preparation warehouse in the eastern part of Jilin 
Province was enough for people to eat for five years. An aircraft 
manufacturer in Fengtian or Liaoning could produce more than 1,000 
airplanes a year, and all the factories owned by the Kuomintang in the 18 
provinces of the Mainland could assemble a complete truck that could start 
up, even the gasoline and tires must be imported from India, transported 
from the United States with great pains, transported to Kunming through 
Calcutta and the Hump route, and then shipped to Chongqing. The 
resources of the entire 18 provinces could not match up with a small 
territory in Manchuria. It was impossible for Chiang Kai-shek to win this 
war. 


If he was a reasonable rationalist like the Japanese Foreign Ministry 
officials, who paid attention to the interests of the game, then he should not 
go to war at all in 1937. At that time, he should have completely established 
a buffer country in North China, and then he will build South China fully 
until he built a decent industrial base in the south. However, Chiang Kai- 
shek and Japan’s Pan-Asianists were idealists. They did not judge heroes 
with a momentary success or failure. Even if he knew all of the things ’'m 


talking about right now, he still would not admit his defeat. At that time in 
1950, he would not admit defeat. Even at this moment, even after the 
Kuomintang even loses Taiwan next summer, he would still not admit his 
defeat. He believed he had a mission to revive the super-national 
community of Greater China, just as Enver Pasha thought he had a mission 
to liberate the entire Turkic nation, and the Black Dragon Society in Japan 
thought it had a mission to liberate the whole of Asia. The momentary 
setback would not shake him. He probably thought that history would prove 
that he was correct in the end, even if it was such a tragic situation at that 
time. If China regains its unity in the future, no matter what the nominal 
form of the ruling party is, in the end it will inevitably have to implement 
his policy of Greater China that is equivalent to pan-Turkism, and Greater 
China will ultimately be the winner. Even if the entire Kuomintang made 
sacrifices for Greater China, this sacrifice was worth it. Just as the Japanese 
were defeated, they believed that even if all Japanese citizens died, they 
sacrificed for the cause of anti-colonialism. This sacrifice was. still 
worthwhile. 


A cynical villain like me may think that you sacrifice as far as nothing. 
The Japanese sent all their citizens to the atomic bombs to die. Colonialism 
was defeated, so were you. Those colonial countries you liberated are not 
yours. You are ashamed. If you are defeated in this way, it is better for you 
to fail. I also have the same view for the Kuomintang. If one day, the 
Greater China really fails, the Kuomintang lost the mainland, Taiwan, and 
everything. Even if the greater China can be realized in the future, it 1s not 
yours. I really don't understand why they were so excited. I think this is 
probably the difference between an idealist and a mortal. When faced with 
such choices, a mortal man like me will certainly not hesitate to abandon 
such a great cause that does not give me any benefit, but a true idealist like 
Chiang Kai-shek and Tokuyama Manru would not hesitate to say that even 
if the Kuomintang is sacrificed and Japan itself is sacrificed, as long as the 
purposes of anti-colonialism and Greater China are ultimately won, then I 
can die with satisfaction. What is this behavior called? This is called 
seeking virtue and acquiring it. 


Therefore, we need to have a correct understanding of Chiang Kai-shek. 
He was a truly great figure. He is definitely not as ugly as the Communist 


Party discredited. He was definitely not a person who stubbornly opposed 
democracy or ideological traditions, as said by the naive democratic 
personages. He knew exactly what he was doing. He thought that he was 
making sacrifices for a greater cause. Although he sacrificed you and 
abused you, he also sacrificed himself more completely. He was a noble 
person out of vulgar taste. The other two sides of the game were also noble 
people and people who have left the low-level fun. The Japanese had 
dissociated themselves from the low-level tastes. We have already seen 
them now. We have also seen that they had been separated from the results 
of low-level tastes and indeed brought many opportunities and benefits to 
many people other than themselves. As for the communists, they had 
always been detached from low-level interests. Under Comrade Stalin’s 
leadership of, they succeeded in playing the Kuomintang like a fool. He 
obtained all the construction achievements of the Japanese people over the 
years without any effort, and played Americans around like innocent 
children and used Americans as a tool to achieve their goals. 


However, after this series of torments, he eventually got the end of what 
we now see. It is very ironic. If he did not interfere in China’s internal 
affairs at all, then under the rule of the Northern Warlords, China could pose 
no threat to him. A divided warlord-dominated China would not be more 
threatening than Thailand and Burma. The conflicts with China in the 1960s 
and 1970s could be completely avoidable. The Soviet Union did not have to 
fight on two fronts at all, and the two fronts of wars, according to the 
Soviets themselves, accelerated the demise of the Soviet Union. If he did 
not actively interfere in China's affairs in the 1920s, or if he had calculated 
the Kuomintang less successfully and cunningly in the 1930s and 1940s, 
well, no matter China was under the rule of the Northern warlords or the 
Kuomintang, it is impossible for China to pose a major threat to the Soviet 
Union. The eastern border could be defenseless. He only needed to deal 
with the western front with all its strength and it might not perish. Even if it 
perished, it could be delayed for a while or it would not be destroyed. It was 
precisely because his policy was successful that Mao Zedong and the 
Chinese Communist Party, which was as militant as the Soviet Union and 
liked to engage in subversive infiltration activities everywhere, produced a 
threat to the Soviet Communist Party more than the Kuomintang, Chiang 
Kai-shek, and the Northern Warlords. But the Chinese Communist Party 


also made the same mistake. The Vietnamese Communist Party he created 
was much more threatening to him than Nguyen Wendi and Ngo Dinh 
Diem. 


So everyone is on their way. If you are one who is above vulgar 
interests and willing to sacrifice realistic interests for great purposes, 
including sacrificing the interests of others, the interests of your own people 
and your own interests, you will sooner or later receive the kind of results 
you deserve. Well, there should be no need for further explanation at this 
point. 


Ht 


